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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





December 21, 2008
The Rock Community Church
dwh
Quotes are taken from the Rock Community Church's website, http://www.therockcc.net/.  

They assert the following about the Bible:  "The Bible is God's 'How to' manual for life. It was written by human authors under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living."  Bold added.  Alright, let us test yet again and see if they are consistent and faithful to this claim (1 John 4:1-3).

On their front page, they announce:  "Through drama, multi-media presentations, contemporary music and practical messages, we present the ageless truths of the Bible in a format that's easy to understand, even if you've never been to church."  I suppose most religious people in our day will not see anything disagreeable about this.  In fact, I wouldn't be surprised to find drama or contemporary music disguised as preaching the gospel in most denominations today

Some will call us old fashioned or traditional because we do not add these innovations.  But if you read the pages of Scripture you will find no reference to drama or musical instruments in worship.  So, what traditions is the Rock Community Church following when they add these things?
This denomination also shows hints of premillenialism when on their "What We Believe" page they say:  "He ascended into Heaven's glory and will return again to reign as King of Kings."  

This statement clearly says that Jesus' reign as King is yet future.  Have they not read what is written in Mark 9:1?  "And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There are some here of them that stand by, who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God come with power."  Either Jesus lied, some of those alive then are alive now physically, or the kingdom came in that generation that Jesus spoke to while in the flesh.
And what of Colossians 1:13, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son"?  How could the Colossians and Paul be in what did not exist yet?
What of 1 Timothy 6:15, "...Who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords..."  Notice the bold word IS.  Did Paul say Jesus would be one day when He returns or did he say present tense IS King of Kings?  There is a difference!

Also, regarding the Holy Spirit they say, "His is present in the world to make people aware of the need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of Salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The Christian seeks to live under His control daily.

II Corinthians 3:17, John 16:7-13, 14:16-17, Acts 1:8, I Corinthians 2:12, 3:16, Galatians 5:25, Ephesians 1:13, Galatians 5:8"

In what way is He present in the world, according to them?  Are they suggesting a direct personal indwelling of the Spirit?  It would seem so.  Never mind that the context of passages that speak of the Spirit dwelling in Christians shows that it is by means of His revealed law that He lives in believers (Rom. 8:2, 9).  Never mind that these same passages reveal that the same way the Spirit dwells in Christians is the same way CHRIST dwells in Christians (Rom. 8:10).  Is Christ literally and personally indwelling believers or is He at the right hand of God in heaven (Acts 7:55)?  It is sad that those who claim closest fellowship with the Spirit and claim that the Spirit empowers them with understanding, truth and guidance; yet do not understand what the Spirit has plainly revealed about Himself in the Bible.  Case in point, miracles.

Regarding miracles they say: "About the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has given gifts to all believers for the purpose of equipping them to accomplish God's plan. The variety of spiritual gifts is still given to believers today. Every believer is to exercise his or her spiritual gifts for the purpose of serving God and others.  I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4:11-16, Romans 12:3-8, I Peter 4:10, I Corinthians 14"
Have they not read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13?  The Spirit said that His work of revelation would be fulfilled.  When that was perfected, then the partial messages and miraculous effects would cease, end, be done away with.  I have no doubt that many today claim to still be receiving miraculous contact from the Spirit.  But if so, then the Spirit of God FAILED to fulfill His mission!  And Jesus FAILED in His promise to deliver "all truth" to the apostles in their lifetime (John 16:13).  Who will we believe?  Modern claims or the inspired word of God?

All believers have spiritual gifts, according to the Rock Community Church.  Really?  What of the Romans who apparently did not have any yet (Romans 1:11)?  What of the Corinthians to whom Paul said:  "Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  have all gifts of healings? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?" (1 Cor. 12:29-30)?  Paul's rhetorical questions are answered with a resounding NO.  Not everyone had these gifts even in the first century.  But the claim today surpasses and goes far beyond what is plainly revealed in the Bible by the Spirit of God.  Who will we believe?  The Spirit inspired Apostle Paul or the Rock Community Church?

"Baptism is a great way to let our friends and loved ones know that we have begun a new life with Christ. Baptism is a symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and should therefore be done by immersion. Baptism is not necessary for salvation, but it is our public testimony that we have decided to live for Christ and it should follow soon after our salvation."  

Bold added for emphasis.  They say salvation comes before baptism.  Did they get that from Mark 16:16?  Acts 2:38?  Acts 22:16?  Did they get "Baptism is not necessary for salvation" from 1 Peter 3:21?  Well, what happened to respecting the Bible as inspired?  What happened to being guided directly by the Spirit?

Also, regarding eternal security they say:  "Because God gives eternal life through Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in that salvation is for eternity. Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self effort of the Christian. It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives us security."  This seems to indicate once saved always saved.  If so, then how is it possible that Paul told the Galatians that they had fallen from grace and were severed from Christ (Gal. 5:4)?  How could the inspired writer say that fearful fiery judgment awaits those who were sanctified by the blood of Jesus when they sin willfully and did despite to the Spirit of Grace (Heb. 10:26-31)?
In short, it is easy to claim to follow Jesus.  But when put to the test, many today fail when the searching and revealing light of inspired truth falls upon them.  Friends and neighbors, we invite you to examine more closely what you believe by the Book of God.  Is your faith truly Bible based?  Will it stand when this world is on fire?
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier, Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Mike Frazier (Harold's son, Harold travels with him regularly to Oklahoma for treatments), Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother), Paula Hill (Doug's mother, wrist surgery) Bill Gambrell (Skin cancer), Hill family (Traveling to Texas, returning December 30th). 
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - 2nd & Last Sunday Each Month

· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
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GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
· New Web Info: NSCOC.Info & Preacher@NSCOC.Info
