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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





January 18, 2009
Multiple Causes For Divorce?
dwh
We live in a time when error is abounding.  Many who have been known for years as trustworthy and reliable are now being exposed as teaching strange and different doctrines.  I do not mean strange just because they are different from my opinion or yours, but foreign from the Scriptures and different from the Truth.  They are teaching contrary to the revealed gospel.
In fact, there are so many false doctrines arising today, it is a challenge to keep them all straight.  Some would suggest not bothering, keeping our head in the sand, so to speak.  But when we look at the New Testament we clearly see that errorists were identified by name and by doctrine so that brethren could be warned against their influence.

For example, 2 Timothy 2:17-18, "And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some."  Paul clearly identifies the men, their doctrine and warns against the consequences of their influence.  

It is in this same spirit that we want to address things today.  Please consider the following examples:

(1)  One preacher wrote:  "I agree that divorce should never be an option among Christians and this is what I teach. However, the Bible does not teach that fornication is the only cause for divorce! Anyone who makes that charge is unable to sustain it by the teaching of the Bible."

What would you say to this?  Is this evangelist correct?  Is he upholding the Gospel as revealed in the New Testament?  Or has he begun looking for loopholes to justify unscriptural divorce?

(2)  "Jesus taught in Luke 18:29-30: 'Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come everlasting life.' "

The idea put forward is that one can divorce "for the kingdom of heaven's sake".  Is that what this passage is saying?  Just consider this, can I divorce my scriptural wife "for the kingdom of heaven's sake"?  I ask you, how would committing sin advance the kingdom?  How would this please God for me to neglect and destroy the family and home?  Would I be a godly man if I did so?  No.

Instead, such conduct leads to blaspheming God.  As it is written in Romans 2:22-24, "You who say, 'Do not commit adultery,' do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?  For 'the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,' as it is written."

In contrast to the sin of divorcing a scriptural mate, could I leave an unscriptural wife "for the kingdom's sake"?  In fact I need to do so if I wish to please the Lord because the Lord does not bind (Rom. 7) people together who do not have a right to be together.  But is this the same as saying there are now multiple reasons for divorce?  You see, people come to a passage like Luke 18 with something to justify.  They to try to find ANOTHER reason for divorce other than for fornication so that they can deviate from the "one man, one woman, for life, with one exception" taught in Matt. 19.  In doing so they have ceased to seek first God's righteousness, but are now seeking to establish their own.
(3) To further illustrate this false doctrine, note the following quote.  Bold is added for emphasis.

"Again, another passage that shows that you are wrong: 1 Cor. 7:10-11. Here Paul outlined a situation at Corinth that involved a divorce. We are not told what the circumstances of that divorce involved, but we can be assured that at least one of the divorced couple was not in sin because of the divorce. Adultery was not the cause for the divorce or the innocent person would have a third option: put away the guilty and marry another person (Matt. 19). If the sundering of that marriage had been sinful or if adultery had been involved, Paul would have commanded the church to deal with them like he did the brother in chapter 5 - discipline them. But it is noteworthy that Paul allowed them options: remain single or be reconciled! Please note the implication of this. If the couple was in sin, Paul would have rebuked them. If either of the two was in sin, Paul would have rebuked that individual. Since he did not rebuke them, but allowed them to remain single, the marriage was sundered but they were not in sin. Of course, marriage to any other person was not an option or it would have constituted sin. They were allowed the option to remain single or to remarry each other."

"Another" passage that authorizes a reason for divorce, but not remarriage.  That is what they are looking for, and believe they have found.  Do we see where this is going?

This preacher quoted above says the reason for the divorce is not revealed in the passage, yet he knows it is not for fornication.  If it isn't revealed, how did he know?

And the writer repeatedly and with great emphasis says that the couple who divorced were not in sin because of this divorce.  But when we read the verse, Paul (who just happens to be an inspired apostle) says "depart not".  So if they depart, then they... disobey an inspired apostle.  That is called sin.  Paul THEN deals with the contingency of IF you depart (disobey the inspired instructions and commit this sin), what then?  He is not approving of departing, he is condemning it!  Go back and read the quote above.  That writer affirms that this divorce was SCRIPTURAL when Paul said it was NOT.

And we should remember the impact of repentance on this situation.  Repentance is a change of mind that leads to a change of actions.  In an unscriptural divorce, we must come to repentance.  When these two come to repentance, what should they do?  Reconcile.  But what if my former mate doesn't agree / repent?  Am I doomed to live in sin now?  No.  God's contingency law foresees the difficulty of a mate not willing to reconcile with me.  I can repent, try to correct it, but if she refuses – I can remain unmarried.  No permission for divorce is given here.  Just a law that addresses "what if" you are divorced.
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(4)  "I don't know what happened to the couple at Corinth and it is useless to speculate. However, one thing is sure: their marriage was sundered and they were not in sin. It is also clear that Jesus gave a reason why a marriage can be sundered without sin: in order to be faithful to Him and the kingdom (this is also covered in 1 Cor. 7:15). To teach that adultery is the only cause for divorce is simply not according to the teaching of scripture."

I hope this provides a clear picture of the direction such men are going.  While affirming that we all agree on "one man, one woman, for life, with one exception"; they in reality teach "with many exceptions".
All the quotes are from Tom Roberts (via http://www.pillaroftruthmagazine.org/author.aspx) as he opposes calling Bobby Holmes a false teacher.  He affirms that Bobby Holmes does not teach error any more than he himself does.  Brethren, be warned.
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier, Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox (Monday surgery, biopsy), Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother), Bill Gambrell, Frazier family. 
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of Each Month
· Ladies Class - TBA
· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
· New Web Info: NSCOC.Info & Preacher@NSCOC.Info
