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INTRODUCTION TO THE MINOR PROPHETS

I.  DESCRIPTION:  "MINOR PROPHETS"


A.  Twelve literary prophets: Hosea - Malachi.


B.  Not "minor" in importance, but not as voluminous in their writings as

were Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel & Daniel.


C.  "Prophets" were:  Spokesmen of God (Ex. 4:16; 7:1); verbally inspired

(Deut. 18:18-22); called Seers (1 Sam. 9:9); men of God

(1 Sam. 9:6); servants of God (1 Chron. 6:49); messengers of God

(Is. 42:19); watchmen (Ezek. 3:17).

II.  FIVE CLASSES OF INSTRUCTORS UNDER THE OLD LAW:


A.  Moses - The Lawgiver (Neh. 9:13-14; John 1:17).


B.  Wise men - Counsel (1 Kings 12:6; Jer. 18:18; Ezek. 7:26).


C.  Priests - Teach the Law (Lev. 10:8-11; Hos. 4:6; Mal. 2:7).


D.  Psalmists - Reflect, express & foretell as they glorify God.


E.  Prophets - Fore-tell & forth-tell (Ex.  4:16; 7:1; Amos 3:7-8).

III.  CHRONOLOGY & BRIEF BACKGROUND:

	Prophets
	Time B.C.
	Enemy/Status
	Kings
	Background

	OBADIAH
	845 ?

586 ?
	Early Assyrian or Chaldean
	Jehoram of Judah (Evil)
	2 Kings 8:20-24;

2 Chron. 21:8-10,16-18.

	JOEL
	830 ?
	Early Assyrian
	Jehoash (Joash) of Judah (Good, then evil)
	2 Kings 12:1-21;

2 Chron. 24:1-27

	JONAH
	780
	Early Assyrian
	Jeroboam II of Israel (Evil)
	2 Kings 14:23-29

	AMOS
	755
	Assyrian
	Azariah (Uzziah) of Judah (Good); Jeroboam II of Israel
	2 Kings 15:1-7;

2 Chron. 26:1-23;

2 Kings 14:23-29

	HOSEA
	750
	Assyrian
	"
	"

	MICAH
	735

(721)
	Assyrian

(Samaria falls)
	Jotham (Good), Ahaz (Evil), Hezekiah (Good)

All of Judah
	Isaiah;

2 Kings 15:32- 20:21;

2 Chron. 27:1-32:33

	ZEPHANIAH
	630-625 
	Chaldean
	Josiah of Judah (Good)
	2 Kings 22:1-23:31; Jeremiah;

2 Chron. 34:1-35:27

	NAHUM
	625-612
	Chaldean
	"
	"

	HABAKKUK
	625-607
	Chaldean
	"
	"

	-
	(606, 597, 596)
	(Jerusalem falls)
	-
	Ezekiel 593-570 BC

	HAGGAI
	520
	Exile
	Darius I of Persia
	Daniel;  Ezra 5:1-6:15

	ZECHARIAH
	520
	Exile
	"
	"

	MALACHI
	440
	Exile
	Artaxerxes of Persia
	Ezra 7-10; Neh. 1-13


IV.  KEYS TO THIS STUDY:


A.  Manner in which the prophets worked to change the hearts of the

people in order to achieve reform:

1.  "Rend heart - not garments" (Joel 2:11-13).

2.  "Justice" (Amos 5:24, Micah 6:8).

3.  Love of husband in face of whoredom (Hos. 2:6-8, 3:1-3).

4.  "Return unto me - I will return to you" (Zech. 1:3).

5.  "Day of Jehovah" is destruction (Zeph. 1:7, 14-17).

6.  Physical calamities due to spiritual uncleanness (Hag. 2:14-19).


B.  God's relation to the heathen nations:



1.  Edom (Obadiah 1:1, 4).



2.  Ninevah (Jonah 1:2; Nahum 1:1).



3.  Babylon (Hab. 2:4-20).


C.  Promises of a future kingdom composed of spiritual Israel & lead by a

spiritual king:



1.  Ruler from Bethlehem(Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:6).



2.  Spirit of grace & look upon whom they pierced (Zech. 12:10;

John 19:37).



3.  Pour fourth of Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16).



4.  David's tabernacle restored - Nations (Amos 9:11-15;

Acts 15:14-18).

QUESTIONS:

1.  What is a prophet?

2.  In what way are these the "minor" prophets?

3.  During the time of what three pagan nations did all these prophets work?

4.  What common theme(s) or promise(s) is found throughout the work of all

these prophets?

5.  Over a period of how many years did these prophets work?

