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LESSON 1 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

OBADIAH

I.  PREDICTION OF JUDGEMENT (v. 1-16).


A.  Other nations called (v. 1).


B.  Edom's pride (v. 2-4).


C.  Complete destruction (v. 5).


D.  Allies will betray (v. 6-9).


E.  Reasons for their judgement (v. 10-14).


F.  Results of the "day of Jehovah" (v. 15-16).

II.  EXALTATION OF ISRAEL (v. 17-21).


A.  Promise of a remnant to escape in Mount Zion (v. 17).


B.  Conquest of Mount Seir and surrounding nations (v. 18-21).

THE HISTORY OF EDOM:

1)  Esau was Jacob's brother (Gen. 25).  Esau was called "Edom" (red) because of the potage for which he sold his inheritance (Gen. 25:3).  Esau's descendants became the Edomites (Gen. 36:8-9).  They took over the mountainous area south of the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akabah.  This area previously belonged to the Horites, and it included Mount Seir (Gen. 14:6; 36:20; Deut. 2:12).  The capital city was Sela (Petra or "rock") and was considered impregnable.  They have historically been against Israel in refusing to allow Moses & Israel passage after the Exodus (Num. 20:14-22), and in rejoicing at the troubles of Israel (Obad. 1:12).

2)  The time of the prophecy is uncertain.  The most probable date is 848 BC, after the Philistines & Arabians attacked Judah (2 Chron. 21:8-18).  The reason that this is the most probable date is that Obadiah verse 11 indicates that multiple nations came against Jerusalem, rather than just one.

3)  Obadiah means "Servant of Jehovah."

4)  In the 6th to 4th centuries BC, the Edomites were forced by the Nabateans (desert Arabs) to leave their territory.  They moved into southern Palestine & became known as the Idumeans.  During the time of the Maccabees, John Hyrcanus (134- 104 BC) subjugated them and converted them to Judaism under penalty of the sword.  Herod the Great (king of Judea, 37 BC) was Idumean.  Later, after Judah's rebellion against Rome failed & Jerusalem was destroyed (AD 70), the Idumeans disappeared from history being absorbed by the Arabs & their identity lost.

QUESTIONS OBADIAH v. 1-21

1.  What does the word "Edom" mean?  Whose descendants were the

Edomites?

2.  Where was the region named Mount Seir?

3.  What "report from the Lord" did Obadiah learn of in his vision (v. 1)?

4.  What was the basis of the pride that Edom had (v. 2-4)?

5.  What point do verses 5-6 make?

6.  What historical events fit with the predictions of verse 7?

7.  What was the city of Teman associate with (v. 8-9; Job 2:11), that would

ultimately fail?

8.  What reason did God give for judgment upon Edom (v. 10-14)?

9.  What should our response / reaction be when our enemies face troubles?

10.  "For the coming of the day of the Lord upon all the ________ is near"

(v. 15).

11.  Do nations as well as individuals "reap what they sow"? (v. 15).

12.  Into what Mount would a remnant escape (v. 17)?

13.  When would the fact of Edom being a possession be ultimately fulfilled

(cf. Num. 24:15-24; Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15;15-18)?

14.  Who would be the "saviors" that would come up to bring about Jehovah's

kingdom in verse 21 (cf. Rom. 11:13-14; 1 Cor. 9:22-23; James 5:20)?

15.  What are the two main points in the outline of this prophecy?

16.  What have you learned from Obadiah?

