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LESSON 2 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

JOEL

I.  IMMINENT JUDGEMENT:  A CALL TO REPENT (1:1 - 2:27).


A.  Locusts (1:1-4).


B.  Call to mourning & humility (1:5-14).


C.  Famine, drought, & fire (1:15-20).


D.  Destruction by locusts:  The terror of the day of Jehovah (2:1-11).


E.  Call to repent & return (2:12-17).


F.  (Repentance assumed)  Promise of deliverance (2:18-27).

II.  "AFTERWARDS" (2:28 - 3:21).


A.  "I will pour out My Spirit" (2:28-32).


B.  The valley of decision (3:1-15).


C.  Blessings to Zion (3:16-21).

BACKGROUND & NOTES:

1)  The time that this letter fits with (though disputed) seems to best fit

830 BC.  Partially, this is because of Philistia, Edom & Egypt being

enemies of the Jews (Joel 3:4, 19; 2 Chron. 21:8-10; 16-17).

2)  Joel - "Jehovah is God."  The book demonstrates that God is in control of

both nature & nations.

QUESTIONS JOEL 1:1-20

1.  Why did Joel ask them to consider their life's experience & previous

history (v. 2)?

2.  Why should they tell their descendants about this (v. 3)?

3.  How thorough was the devastation by locusts (v. 4-14)?

4.  How should Judah respond to this physical calamity (v. 5, 8, 13-14)?

5.  In addition to locusts, what other natural events plagued Judah

(1:15-20)?

6.  What does Joel teach us that helps us to understand Rev. 8:7-11; 9:4, 7?

JOEL 2:1-17

7.  (T) (F)  "The day of the Lord" refers to the final judgment (2:1).

8.  What does the imagery of 2:1-11 describe?

9.  Explain haw v. 11 depicts God in relation to these locusts.

10.  How does this section help us understand Rev. 9:7-11?

11.  Describe what is involved in turning to God (v. 12-17)?

12.  What further judgment would come if they did not repent (v. 17)?

JOEL 2:18-27

13.  What does this section assume the people have done?

14.  Even though God would send comfort & deliverance, what "reminder"

would linger (v. 20)?

15.  Over what does God have control (v. 18-27)?

16.  What lessons should they learn (v. 27)?

JOEL 2:28-32

17.  When would the events of this section take place (v. 28)?

18.  How do we know when this was fulfilled (v. 28-32)?

19.  Who are the "all flesh" (v. 28)?

20.  How was the Spirit poured out (v. 29)?

21.  The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was connected with what blessing

(v. 28, 32)?

22.  To what do the wonders of verses 30-31 refer?

23.  How are we to "call on the name of the Lord" and be saved (v. 32)?

24.  To what do "Mt. Zion", "Jerusalem", and "the remnant" refer (v. 32)?

JOEL 3:1-15

25.  What would God do "in these days" (v3:1)?

26.  What is the significance of phrase "the valley of Jehoshaphat"?

27.  Who would God judge & why (v. 2-3)?

28.  What has the neighbors of Judah done (v. 4-5)?

29.  Describe the principle behind God's judgment in verses 7-8.

30.  What is the nature of the kingdoms discussed here (v. 9-11)?

JOEL 3:16-21

31.  What is the significance of God roaring from Zion (v. 16)?

32.  What blessings will God bring (v. 16-18, 20-21)?

33.  What problems will be removed (v. 19)?

34.  How ill Judah abide forever & Jerusalem from generation to generation

(v. 20)?

What have you learned from Joel?

