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LESSON 3 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

JONAH

I.  THE FIRST CALL OF JONAH (1:1-2:10)


A.  Disobedience to the first call (1:1-3).


B.  Judgment on Jonah exacted (1:4-17).


C.  Prayer of Jonah (2:1-9).


D.  Deliverance of Jonah (2:10).


II.  THE SECOND CALL OF JONAH (3:1-4:11).


A.  Obedience to the second call (3:1-4).

B.  Judgment of Ninevah averted (3:5-10).

C.  Prayer of Jonah (4:1-3).

D.  Rebuke of Jonah by God (4:4-11).

BACKGROUND & NOTES:

1)  Jonah was a prophet who lived around 790-750 BC.  This was during the prosperous time of Jeroboam II, an evil king of Israel (2 Kings 14:23-25).  Jonah was the son of Amittai  from the village of Gath-hepher.  This was located about 4 miles Northeast from what was later Nazareth (cf. John 7:52).

2)  When Jonah fled from God, he traveled 55-60 miles from Gath-hepher to a port called Joppa.  From their he boarded a ship bond for Tarshish (Spain), a Phoenician outpost some 2000 miles west, to the edge of Western civilization (1:3).

3)  The Assyrians were among the oldest civilizations, beginning around 5000 to 4000 BC (Gen. 10:8-12).  It's capital city, Nineveh, was located on the Tigris River about 500 miles North east of Gath-hepher.  It was a "great city" (1:2; 3:2).  It's population was more than 600,000 with 120,000 innocent children (4:11).  The city proper had an inner wall 8 miles in circumference.  Outside this wall, there were 4 more cities producing a total circumference of about 60 miles.

4)  During this time Assyria went through a series of weak rulers, revolting provinces, war with the powerful Urartu (near the Caspian sea), but remained a threat to Israel.  Their cruelty to captives was legendary.  This book probably took place in the time of Ashurdan III (773-755 BC).  Also, Nineveh had suffered from two plagues (765 & 759 BC) and a solar eclipse (763 BC).  These may have helped prepare them for Jonah's message of judgment.

QUESTIONS FOR JONAH 1:1-17

1.  Where was Jonah born (1:1; 2 Kings 14:23-25)?

2.  Where did God send him to (1:2)?  This was the capital of what nation?

3.  What did Jonah try to do when God told him to speak against Ninevah

(1:3)?  Was he successful?

4.  Where was Tarshish in relation to Israel?

5.  What did God send (1:4)?  How terrible was it (1:5)?

6.  How could Jonah sleep during a time like that (1:6)?

7.  What was the casting of "the lot" (1:7)?  (cf. Prov. 16:33)

8.  When explained who God is and why he was there, how did the men

react (1:8-10)?  Why?

9.  When the men asked what they should do, what did Jonah tell them

(1:11-12)?

10.  Why did the men NOT do this at first (1:13-14)?

11.  When the prayed & cast Jonah into the sea, what happened (1:15)?

12.  Why did the men fear MORE after the storm stopped (1:16)?

13.  (T) (F)  God created a brand new fish to swallow up Jonah for three

days & three nights (1:17).

JONAH 2:1-10

14.  Jonah knew that those who regard lying vanities _____________ their

own ______________ (2:8).

15.  What did great affliction help Jonah to do (2:1-9)?

16.  What did Jonah promise to do (2:9)?

17.  How did the fish place Jonah upon the dry land (2:10)?


A.  It vomited him out.


B.  It opened it's mouth so Jonah could crawl out.


C.  It just spat him out.

18.  Is the story of Jonah historical fact or a fairy tale?  Also, how does this

affect how we view Matt. 12:38?

JONAH 3:1-10

19.  What command did God give Jonah for a second time (3:1-2)?  What

did Jonah do this time (3:3)?

20.  How big was this "exceeding great city" (3:3)?

21.  How long until the city would fall (3:4)?

22.  What historical events might have helped prepare them for Jonah's

preaching?

23.  In what way was Jonah himself a sign to the Ninevites (Luke 11:30)?

24.  "And the people of Ninevah __________ God; and they proclaimed a

_______ and put on ______________ , from the  ____________ of them

even unto the _____________ of them"  (3:5).

25.  What did the king understand to be the sin of the people of Ninevah

(3:8)?

26.  What did God see that caused Him to change His mind about

destroying them (3:10)?

JONAH 4:1-11

27.  Why was Jonah exceedingly displeased & angry (4:1-2)?

28.  Since things did not turn out as Jonah wanted them to, what did he

say to God (4:3)?  What kind of prayer was this?

29.  When Jonah went to the East of the city to see what would happen to

it, what did God cause to grow up over him (4:6)?  Why?

30.  How was Jonah's mood affected by this (4:6)?

31.  Why did a worm come the next morning and smite the gourd (4:7)?

32.  Who caused the sultry east wind to come (4:8)?

33.  When Jonah fainted, what did he pray (4:8)?

34.  Was Jonah right in being angry over the loss of the gourd (4:9)?

35.  How did God sue the gourd to teach Jonah a lesson (4:10-11)?

36.  Why did Jonah NOT want God to spare Ninevah?

37.  How does this book show that while man has free will, God still works

out His own will?

38.  Consider Jonah's willfulness & stubbornness.  How resistant are we to

God's will when it contradicts what we want or believe?

39.  What should elders, preachers, Bible class teachers & parents learn

from Jonah?

40.  What is the difference between providence and a miracle?

41.  What have you learned from Jonah?

