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LESSON 4 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

AMOS

I.  EIGHT BURDENS OF JUDGMENT (1:1-2:16).


A.  INTRO:  God's authoritative voice (1:1-2).


B.  Against Damascus of Syria
- cruelty (1:3-5).


C.  Against Gaza of Philistia 
- sold God's people as slaves (1:6-8).


D.  Against Tyre of Phoenicia 
- forgot brotherly covenant (1:9-10).


E.  Against Edom 


- ruthless hatred of Israel (1:11-12).


F.  Against Ammon 

- intense cruelty (1:13-15).


G.  Against Moab 


- revenge even on dead king (2:1-3).


H.  Against Judah 


- religious apostasy (2:4-5).


I.  Against Israel 


- THEME OF THE BOOK (2:6-16).



1)  Their sins:  Covetousness, injustice, oppression, immorality,

idolatry, contempt for God (2:6-8).



2)  Scorn for Divine benefits (2:9-12).



3)  Inevitable consequences (2:13-16).

II.  ISRAEL'S SINS & CONDEMNATION (3:1-6:14).


A.  Wealthy ruling class (3:1-4:5).


B.  Past warnings unheeded (4:6-13).


C.  Israel's fall predicted (5:1-6:14).



1)  Exhortations & warnings (5:1-15).



2)  First woe (5:16-27).



3)  Second woe (6:1-14).

III.  FIVE VISIONS OF JUDGMENT (7:1-9:10).


A.  Vision of Locusts

- Averted (7:1-3).


B.  Vision of Fire


- Averted (7:4-6).


C.  Vision of Plumb-line

-Judgment determined (7:7-9).


D.  INTERLUDE: 


- Amaziah (priest of Bethel) rebukes

   Amos for his prophecies (7:10-17).


E.  Vision of Summer fruit

- Judgment is imminent (8:1-14).


F.  Vision of Smitten Sanctuary
-Judgment is executed (9:1-10).

IV.  THE MESSIANIC HOPE (9:11-15).

BACKGROUND & NOTES:

1)  Amos means "burden-bearer."  He was called by God to the unenviable task of bearing the message of certain judgment on Israel.  He was from Tekoa (1:1), which was 12 miles south of Jerusalem and 15 miles west of the Dead Sea.  This area was on the edge of a very rough and desolate wilderness.  He was not raised in the schools of the prophets (7:14), but was a herdsman a dresser of sycamore fig trees (1:1; 7:14).  God picked a rugged southerner to speak His word to the sophisticated & affluent northerners.

2)  He worked during the days of king Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam II of Israel (~ 755 BC).  These were prosperous times for both kingdoms.  Their borders were being enlarged & they had material prosperity (2 Kings 14:23-29; 2 Chron. 26:1-12).  But their prosperity only increased their worldliness, immorality and injustice (2L6-8; 3:10; 4:1; 5:10-12; 8:4-6).  This was about 30 years before Assyria would come and remove Israel in 722 BC (Amos 3:15; 6:1, 4-6).

3)  This message was delivered in Bethel, because it was the king of Israel's place of residence and a center for idolatry.

QUESTIONS FOR AMOS 1:1 - 2:3

1.  What do we know about Amos that shows that God can use even the

"uneducated" and "common" man to deliver His word?

2.  What does Amos' name mean?  How does it relate to this book?

3.  What does the word picture of verse 2 show?

4.  What expression (idiom) is used to describe the increasing and overflowing

sins of the nations (1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6)?

5.  Who were Hazael & Benhadad (1:4; 1 Kings 20:1; 2 Kings 6:24; 8:12-15)?  What

was Damascus the capital of (1:5)?

6.  Why would God judge all these nations (1:3, 6, 911, 13)?

7.  Gaza (1:6) was a fortress of what nation (1:8)?

8.  Tyre (1:9) belonged to what people?  What "brotherly covenant" did they

forget (1:9; 1 Kings 5:1, 7, 12; 7:13; 9:11-14)?

9.  What did God judge Moab for that shows that God was concerned about

how the nations treated each other, and not just how they treated Israel

(2:1)?

10.  What common attitudes do we see in all the nations that surrounded God's

people, that is similar to today?

AMOS 2:4-16

11.  What fault did God find in Judah (2:4-5)?

12.  When people reject God's law, what do they turn to (2:4)?

13.  List the sins that Israel has committed (2:6-8, 12).

14.  How is God's holy name profaned when His people sin (2:7)?

15.  What should Israel have realized from their history that should keep them

from such sinful behaviors (2:9-11)?

16.  Explain verse 13.

AMOS 3:1-4:5

17.  What Divine principle is found in 3:2 (Luke 12:47-48)?

18.  How does "Shall two walk together, except they be agreed" apply in this

context (3:3)?

19.  When does a lion roar (3:4)?


A.  Before he has caught his prey.


B.  While he is chasing his prey.


C.  After he has caught his prey.

20.  What is the point of the illustration in verses 3-6?

21.  (T) (F)  God reveals literally EVERYTHING to His prophets (3:7).  Explain.

22.  How does the roar of the lion compare to prophesying (3:8)?

23.  As God calls the enemies of Israel to attack, how does God describe the

remnant that will be "rescued" from "the mouth of the lion" (3:12)?

24.  How does God describe the Israelites' behavior (3:12-15)?

25.  What cities were strongholds of idolatry (3:12, 14)?

26.  Who were the "kine of Bashan" (4:1)?  What would they become (4:2)?

27.  What characteristic of God does their behavior not respect (4:2)?

28.  What was wrong with their sacrifices, tithes, and free-will offerings (4:4-5)?

AMOS 4:6-13

29.  Because of their sins, what warnings / punishments had God sent them

(4:6-11)?

30.  In what way were they as "a brand plucked from the burning (4:11)?  Even

so, what did they not do?

31.  Therefore, what were they to prepare to do (4:12)?

32.  (T) (F)  God's love & mercy know no boundaries.  Explain.

AMOS 5:1-15

33.  What is a "lamentation" (5:1)?

34.  While God declared judgment against Israel, who could be saved (5:4-7)?

Why did he speak against these cities, especially Bethel?

35.  What does God have control of (5:8-10)?  How did Amos know about the

process of evaporation from the seas and condensation over the land?

36.  How do "they" view the one who reproves error and speaks uprightly (5:10)?

How do the worldly view faithful Christians today?

37.  What behaviors are condemned here (5:11-12)?

38.  What should God's people hate (5:14-15)?  What should we love?  How do

we SHOW this in our lives?

AMOS 5:16-27

39.  In what way might the people of that day "Desire the day of Jehovah"

(5:18)?  Why would they be surprised about it?

40.  What idea is described in 5:19?

41.  How did God view their offerings, assemblies & songs (5:21-23)?

Why (5:24-27)?

42.  Might God ever view our offerings, assemblies and songs this way?  Explain.

AMOS 6:1-14

43.  (T) (F)  God condemned Israel for being prosperous (6:1-6).

44.  When God compared Israel to cities in the surrounding nations, what did He

say (6:2)?

45.  How severe would the judgment be (6:7-11):?

46.  Explain the expressions of 6:12-13.

47.  What would God raise up against Israel (6:14)?

AMOS 7:1-9

48.  How did God let Israel know that He had been longsuffering over them

(7:1-5)?

49.  What did the third vision (of a plumb line) mean (7:7-9)?

AMOS 7:10-17

50.  Who was Amaziah (7:10)?  What message did he give to king Jeroboam?

51.  What did Amaziah tell Amos (7:12-13)?  How is this typical of the people of

the world?

52.  In response to Amaziah's accusation that Amos was "a prophet for hire",

what did Amos say (7:14-15)?

53.  What curse did Amaziah receive from God for resisting God's word through

Amos (7:16-17)?

AMOS 8:1-14

54.  What did the vision of the summer fruit mean (8:1-3)?

55.  How did God's people view the Sabbath days and solemn occasions (8:4-6)?

What did they do even with the "refuse" of the wheat?

56.  What does the imagery of 8:9 mean?

57.  What "famine" would God send in "the days to come" (8:11-12)?  When was

this fulfilled?

AMOS 9:1-10

58.  Why is God seen smiting the altar (9:1-4)?

59.  While Israel thought well of themselves, what did God think of them (9:7, 8)?

60.  Though God would sift them like wheat, what does "the least kernel"

represent (9:9)?

AMOS 9:11-15

61.  What would Jehovah do "In that day" (9:11)?  How do we know that this

does not refer to the physical temple of Israel (Acts 15:16-18)?

62.  In the midst of abundance & blessing, what would God do (9:13--15)?

63.  What have you learned from Amos?

