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LESSON 5 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

HOSEA

I.  THE PROPHETIC MARRIAGE OF HOSEA (1:1 - 3:5).


A.  Introduction (1:1).


B.  God Commands Hosea To Marry Gomer (1:2-2:1).


C.  Application Of Gomer's Whoredoms (2:2-23).


D.  Restoration Of Gomer To Hosea (3:1-5).

II.  PROPHETIC DISCOURSES ON ISRAEL'S SINS (4:1-13:16).


A.  Moral & Religious Corruption (4:1-6:11).


B.  Political Corruption (7:1-9:9).


C.  Israel's Past Corruption & Present Rebellion (9:10-13:16).

III.  ISRAEL'S ONLY HOPE:  APPEAL FOR GENUINE REPENTANCE (14:1-9).

BACKGROUND & NOTES:

1)  Hoseas' name means "Salvation."  It is the root word from which "Joshua" and "Jesus" come.  These carry the additional thought of "Jehovah is salvation."

2)  Hosea prophesied to the Northern kingdom of Israel.  Israel is often called "Ephraim" because the first king of the Northern kingdom was from Ephraim.  Also, that king (Jeroboam I) was responsible for bringing in golden calves at Dan and Bethel ("the house of God"), which corrupted the whole nation (1 Kings 12:25-33; 15:25-26, 33-34; etc.).  As time went on, the nation even picked up the cult practices of Baal worship.  "Baal" means "lord" or "master."  This was the chief God worshipped by the Canaanites.  It was associated with fertility rites that were very licentious.

3)  Hosea began prophesying near the end of the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel (753 BC) and continued until the beginning of the reign of Hezekiah in Judah (715 BC).  He prophesied for about 40 years.

4)  Hosea's work followed on the heels of Amos.  Israel was prosperous at first, but began to struggle and have problems.  After Jeroboam II died, there were 6 more kings in Israel in just 31 years.  The reason for the quick turn over is because 4 of them were murdered by their successors.  Also, the last king (Hoshea) was taken away by the Assyrians in 722 BC when Samaria was destroyed & the kingdom of Israel was taken captive.

QUESTIONS FOR HOSEA 1:1 - 2:1

1.  During the days of what king of Israel did Hosea begin to work (1:1)?

2.  God commanded Hosea, "Take unto thee a _________ of ____________ "

(1:2).  Why?

3.  What is significant about the names of the 3 children?


A.  Jezreel (1:4)


B.  Loruhamah (1:6)


C.  Loammi (1:9)

4.  Why would God avenge the blood of Jezreel on the house of Jehu

(1:4-5; 2 Kings 10:1-11, 30-31)?

5.  How would God save Judah (1:7)?  When was this fulfilled (2 Kings

19:35-37)?

6.  To whom did Paul & Peter apply 1:10-11 and 2:23 (Rom. 9:25-26;

1 Pet. 2:10)?

7.  Who is the "one head" that this people would seek (1:11; 3:5)?

8.  What is the meaning oif the changed names of the 3 children?

A.  Jezreel (1:11)

B.  Ammi (2:1)

C.  Ruhamah (2:1)

HOSEA 2:2-13

9.  What motivated their mother to go after her "lovers" (2:5)?

10.  When God began to punish her harlotry, what did she say to herself

(2:6-7)?

11.  What idol did Israel serve in Hosea's time (2:8)?

12.  (T) (F)  When God's people sinned, He blessed them more (2:9-13).

HOSEA 2:14-23

13.  How would bringing her to the wilderness help her to listen when He

spake to her heart (2:14)?  What event in Israel's history is this like?

14.  How would the valley of Achor (troubling) be "a door of Hope" (2:15)?

15.  What is the significance in the change of names that Israel would call

God by (2:16)?

16.  How does the love of a faithful husband illustrate the love of God

(2:14-20)?

HOSEA 3:1-5

17.  What evidently happened to Hosea's adulterous wife (3:1-2)?

18.  What is significant about the price Hosea paid (3:2)?

19.  After Israel would be made to abide many days without king, prince,

sacrifice, pillar, ephod, or teraphim (idols); what would they seek

(3:4-5)?  When?

HOSEA 4:1-19

20.  How did God describe Israel's moral state (4:1-2)?

21.  How did they treat the priest of God (4:4)?

22.  Explain verse 5.

23.  What did they lack that brought destruction (4:6)?  Why did they lack

this?

24.  When men reject God's will, what are their hearts set on (4:8)?

25.  Why would they not prosper anymore (4:10)?

26.  How do whoredoms (idolatry), wine (alcohol), and new wine (luxury)

take away the understanding (4:11)?

27.  Why are the sins of their daughters & brides not so surprising (4:14)?

28.  Who should take warning from Israel's behavior (4:15)?  What principle

does this teach?

29.  How is "Beth-aven" a play on the word "Beth-el" (4:15)?

30.  How do we know that God did not see Israel repenting apart from

judgment (4:16)?

31.  Why is "Ephraim" named here, in place of "Israel" (4:17)?

32.  How is the love of shameful things typical of the world (4:18)?

HOSEA 5:1-15

33.  To what extent was Israel corrupt (5:1)?

34.  How did their doings not permit them to return (5:4)?

35.  As Israel & Ephraim stumble in their iniquity, who would they influence

(5:5)?

36.  Even though they would seek Jehovah AFTER judgment, why would

they not find Him (5:6)?

37.  What sinful trait is identified in Judah (5:10)?  In Ephraim (5:11)?

38.  What is the significance of God being a "moth" & "rottenness" (5:12)?

39.  When Ephraim saw his troubles, what did he do (5:13)?  How is this

typical of the world?

40.  When they realized they could find on help from men, what would

they do (5:15)?

HOSEA 6:1-11

41.  What did they think would happen "two days" after they returned to

God (6:1-3)?  What can we learn from this about discipline?

42.  How did God describe the goodness of Ephraim & Judah (6:4)?  What

can we learn about repentance from verses 1-4?

43 .  Because of this, what did God do to them "by the prophets" (6:5)?

44.  Complete & explain:  "For I desire _____________, and not

 ______________; and the  _______________ of God more than

 ____________ ___________  (6:6).  

45.  How bad had even the priests become (6:9)?

46.  What did God appoint for Judah (6:11)?

47.  According to chapter 6, why would God not accept their repentance?

HOSEA 7:1-16

48.  What did they forget that allowed them to behave wickedly (7:2)?

49.  When God desired to heal them, what did He see (7:1, 3)?

50.  Why was it folly for the king to participate in the wickedness of robbers

(7:1, 4-7)?

51.  How was Ephraim "mixed" and a "cake not turned" (7:8)?

52.  How was Ephraim like a silly dove (7:11)?

53.  When God tried to bring them back, what did they do (7:13-16)?

HOSEA 8:1-14

54.  When judgment came, why would their cry of ""My God, we know

thee" be ignored (8:1-6)?

55.  State the principle of 8:7.  Where do we find this in the N.T.?

56.  What alliances have they made (8:8-10)?  Why is this ironic?

57.  How did Israel view God's law (8:12)?

58.  Why was it not enough that they sacrificed unto God (8:11-14)?

59.  How do we know that they would not literally go captive into Egypt

(8:13)?

HOSEA 9:1-17

60.  What would their sacrifices be replaced with (9:4)?

61.  What will Ephraim know about it's prophets in the days of visitation

(9:7)?

62.  How did "the days of Gibeah" relate to Israel in Hosea's day (9:9)?

63.  Explain the figure of the grapes (9:10).

64.  (T) (F)  When we sin, we become what we practice (9:10).

65.  What does the name "Ephraim" mean?  How is that meaning played

against in this passage (9:11-17)?

66.  Who does God hate?  When will God "love them no more" (9:15)?

HOSEA 10:1-15

67.  What shows that Ephraim could not handle it's prosperity (10:1)?

68.  What does it mean to have a "divided heart" (10:2)?

69.  Explain, "The inhabitants of Samaria will be in terror for the calves of

Beth-aven" (10:5).

70.  "King Jareb" means King of strife, battle or contention (10:6).  Who was

he and what did he do?

71.  What two transgressions are referred to (10:10)?

72.  What principle does God appeal to show what they need to do,

and why He is just in judging them (10:12-13)?

73.  Who was "Shalman" (10:14; 2 Kings 18:9-12)?

HOSEA 11:1-11

74.  What figure describes the relationship between Israel & God (11:1, 3)?

75.  What was Ephraim's reaction to the increased calls of God by His

prophets (11:20?

76.  How is God an example of what a parent should do with a

disobedient & unyielding child (11:5-7).

77.  What happened to Admah & Zeboim (11:8; Gen. 14:8; Deut. 29:23)?

78.  Why would Ephraim not be totally destroyed (11:8-11)?  What is the

character of those who would be a remnant?

HOSEA 11:12 - 12:14

79.  What falsehood & deceit did Israel "surround" God with (11:12 - 12:1)?

80.  What historical events should Israel learn from (12:3-6)?  What should

they learn from this?

81.  Who is the "us" that Jacob spoke with (12:4).

82.  Who has Ephraim become like (12:7-8)?  Who had they forgotten

(12:9)?

83.  Did they have any excuse for not knowing Jehovah (12:10)?

84.  How is Jacob's 7 years of glad service for a wife (Gen. 29:20), different

from Israel's attitude (Ex. 15:22-24; 16:1-3) when God delivered them

from slavery (12:12-13)?

HOSEA 13:1-16

85.  In the past, how great had Ephraim been (13:1)?  When did he "die"?

86.  Why did they forget God (13:6)?

87.  Describe God's wrath (13:7-8)?

88.  If  God was not pleased when Israel demanded a king, why did He

give them one (13:10; 1 Sam. 8:7-22)?

89.  Why did God finally take away their king (13:11; 1 Kings 14:7-11)?

90.  What "crops" has Ephraim lain up in store like sheaves of grain (13:12)?

91.  What lesson is in the woman who is in labor but cannot deliver (13:13)?

92.  What point is made about the child (13:13)?

93.  What "death" would they be redeemed from (13:14)?  How & when?

94.  What does, "Repentance shall be hid from Mine eyes" mean (13:14)?

95.  Your neighbor tells you that he cannot believe in a God that

promotes or allows infants to be dashed in pieces and women with

child to be ripped up (13:16).  He sees the God of the Bible as unloving, cruel & barbaric.  How would you answer him?

HOSEA 14:1-9

96.  What does God plead one last time with Israel to do here (14:1ff)?

97.  If they should return before judgment, what would God do (14:4-8)?

98.  Who is the wise, understanding & prudent one (14:9)?

99.  Who will stumble in & not walk in God's way (14:9)?

REVIEW:

100.  Complete the outline:

I.  THE PROPHETIC ________________ OF HOSEA ( ____ - ____ ).

II.  PROPHETIC DISCOURSES ON ISRAEL'S _________ ( ____ - ____ ).

III.  ISRAEL'S ONLY HOPE:  APPEAL FOR GENUINE _____________ ( ___ ).

101.  When did Hosea prophesy?  Unto what nation?

102.  What have you learned from Hosea?

