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LESSON 6 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

MICAH

I.  PREDICTION OF JUDGMENT (1:1 - 3:12).


A.  Introduction (1:1).

B.  Judgment on the people (1:2-2:13).

1.  On Samaria (1:2-8).

2.  On Judah (1:9-16).

3.  Cause of judgment (2:1-11).

4.  Promise of future restoration (2:12-13).

C.  Judgment on Leadership (3:1-12).

1.  On princes (3:1-4).

2.  On prophets (3:5-8).

3.  Promise of future judgment (3:9-12).

II.  PREDICTION OF RESTORATION (4:1-5:15).


A.  Promise of the coming kingdom (4:1-5).

B.  Promise of the coming captivities (4:6-5:1).

C.  Promise of the coming King (5:2-15).


1.  Birth of the Messiah (5:2).


2.  Rejection of the Messiah (5:3).


3.  Work of the Messiah (5:4-15).

III.  PLEA FOR REPENTANCE (6:1-7:20).


A.  First plea of God (6:1-9).



1.  God pleads while Israel is ungrateful (6:1-5).



2.  Micah replies (6:6-9).


B.  Second plea of God (6:10-7:6).



1.  God pleads & judges (6:10-16).



2.  Micah replies (7:1-6).


C.  Promise of final salvation (7:7-20).

BACKGROUND & NOTES:

1)  Micah's name means "Who is like Jehovah?" (7:18).  He was from Moresheth-Gath (1:14), 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem.  This was on the border of Judah & Philistia, near Gath.  Like Amos, he was from the country, an agricultural area.  He was sent to rebuke those who used social or political power for personal gain.

2)  He prophesied between 735-710 BC.  He deals mostly with Judah, but does address the Northern kingdom and predict it's fall.  Hosea was contemporary with Micah, but focused on the Northern Kingdom.  Isaiah also worked during this time in the courts of Jerusalem.


Also, it is important to note that Babylon was still under the Assyrian control.  So, Micah's prediction of Babylonian captivity would seem unlikely to Micah's listeners (4:10).

	KINGS OF JUDAH
	ASSYRIA

	Jotham     739-731 BC          Good
	Tiglathpileaser III              745-727 BC



	Ahaz         731-715 BC       Wicked
	

	
	Shalmaneser V                 727-722

(Assyria takes Samaria)

	
	

	
	Sargon II                            722-705

	Hezekiah  715-686 BC          Good
	

	
	Senacherib                       705-681


3)  This was a sad time in Judah.  Greedy nobles ejected small landowners from their estates (2:1-2, 8; 3:1-3); widows & orphans were plundered (2:9); creditors were blood thirsty (3:10); judges, priests & prophets were bribed (3:11).  Read 2 Kings 15:17-20:21 and 2 Chron. 26-30 to learn more about was taking place.

QUESTIONS FOR MICAH 1:1-16

1.  Whose word came to Micah (1:1)?  Concerning what two nations?

2.  How did the Lord Jehovah bear witness against the peoples (1:2)?

Why is His holy temple mentioned?

3.  What would God do to the "high places of the earth" (1:3-5)?  What

does this mean?

4.  How was Samaria a harlot (1:6-7)?

5.  How did the prophet's attire & behavior show the seriousness of

judgment on Samaria (1:8)?

6.  Why were Samaria's "wounds" incurable (1:9)?

7. Who had Samaria's incurable wounds influenced (1:9)?

8.  What is pun is made regarding each of these cities (1:10-16)?


A.  Gath (Tell-town)


B.  Beth-le-aphrah (dust-town)


C.  Shaphir (Fair-town)


D.  Zaanan (March-town)


E.  Beth-e-zel (Neighbor-town)


F.  Ma-roth (Bitter-town)


G.  La-chish (Horse-town)


H.  Mor-esh-eth-gath (Possession of Gath)


I.  Ach-zib (False-spring)


J.  Ma-re-shah (Heir-town)


K.  A-dul-lam (Wild-beast's cave)

MICAH 2:1-13

9.  How completely did they think about and dwell upon evil (2:1)?

10.  (T) (F)  If we can do something, we should (2:1).

11.  What character trait did they lack (2:1)?

12.  Is God's Spirit impatient (2:7; James 4:5)?

13.  To whom do God's words bring good (2:7)?

14.  What kind of prophet did they people like to have (2:11; 2 Tim. 4:3-4)?

15.  Even though judgment would come, what would God do (2:12)?

Who would lead them (2:13)?

16.  What will the character of the remnant be like (2:12-13)?

MICAH 3:1-12

17.  Who is now addressed (3:1)?  What did the love and hate (3:2)?

18.  What illustrates how they treated people (3:2-3)?

19.  Why would God hide His face from them when they cried out during

judgment (3:4)?

20.  With whom did the prophets speak peace or war (3:5)?  What was the

effect of the work of these wayward prophets?

21.  What light would they no longer have (3:6-7)?

22.  What was Micah full of (3:8)?  What work is here connected to the

Spirit of Jehovah & a true prophet?

23.  The heads ______________ for _________, and the priests ____________ for 

__________, and the prophets ______________ for ___________ (3:11).

24.  (T) (F)  The character of our leaders is not important (3:9-12).

25.  How does Micah 3:11 help us know when God is with us or not?

26.  From chapter 3, describe God's judgment on:


A.  The rulers (v. 4)


B.  The prophets (v. 7)



C.  Jerusalem (v. 12)

MICAH 4:1-5

27.  What would be established "in the latter days" (4:1)?

28.  Who would flow into it (4:1-2)?

29.  From where would "the law" begin (3:2)?  How do we know that this

does not refer to the Ten Commandments?

30.  What is the nature of this kingdom (3:3)?  What is the character of the

  citizens of this kingdom, as contrasted with the people of the world (4:5)?

MICAH 4:6-5:1

31.  Who would the "lame" and those that Jehovah had "driven away"

become "in that day" (4:6-7)?

32.  Explain how the "former dominion" would come (4:8; Amos 9:11;

Acts 15:15-18; 2:30).

33.  Where would Jerusalem be taken captive to (4:10)?  Why might this

seem unlikely at the time that Micah spoke?

34.  What attitude did "many nations" have toward Zion (4:11)?  Yet what

did these nations not know (4:12)?

35.  How would God turn the oppression of the nations against His people

into a victory (4:13-5:1)?

MICAH 5:2-15

36.  What do the words "Bethlehem" and Ephrathah" mean (5:2)?

37.  Describe the one who would be born in Bethlehem (5:2).  Where & to

whom is this passage applied in the N.T.?

38.  What does the fact that Micah prophesied this over 700 years before

Christ show?

39.  How long would Israel be given up (5:3)?

40.  What would their ruler do (5:4)?

41.  Though a great oppressor should come (Assyria), what would the

Ruler do (5:5-6, 9)?  How would he accomplish peace?

42.  Who would "Jacob" be a remnant in the midst of (5:7-8)?

43.  "In that day", what would be "cut off" (5:10-14)?

MICAH 6:1-9

44.  What did God ask of His people (6:3)?  What evidence does He point

to that shows He has helped Israel greatly (6:4-5)?

45.  How do Balak & Balaam show that God desired to help Israel (6:5)?

46.  What did God do for Israel between Shittim & Gilgal (Josh. 3:1; 4:14)?

47.  What is the point of verses 6-7?  How does that help us understand

what pleases God (6:8)?

48.  What does "the rod" stand for (6:9)?  Who appointed it?

49.  What will the man of wisdom "see" or "fear" (6:9)?  Why does this make

him wise?

MICAH 6:10-7:6

50.  When is it vain to claim purity (6:10-11)?

51.  As part of God's judgment, they would eat, but not be ______________;

they would put away, but not ______________ ; and that which they

saved, would be given to the ______________  (6:14).

52.  What are the "statutes or Omri" and the "works of the house of Ahab"

(6:16)?

53.  What picture does Micah describe to illustrate the desperation and

anguish he feels at God's decree of judgment (7:1)?

54.  How difficulty was it to find a righteous man (7:2)?

55.  What did the people of that age do "diligently" (7:2)?

56.  How untrustworthy were the people (7:4-6)?

57.  How did Jesus apply this passage (Matt. 10:21, 34-36)?

MICAH 7:7-20

58.  Since no man can be truly trusted concerning salvation, to whom

should we look (7:7)?

59.  (T) (F)  Those who trust Jehovah will never face tests, trials or

persecutions (7:8).

60.  While there is the promise of hope, WHEN would it come (7:7-13)?

61.  Why should their enemies not rejoice over them (7:8-10)?

62.  What characteristic of God is in mind when Micah says, "Who is a God

like unto Thee" (7:18)?

63.  What truth to Jacob and loving kindness to Abraham had God sworn

(7:20)?  When was this fulfilled?  Why is this mentioned here?

REVIEW:

64.  Complete the outline:

I.  PREDICTION OF ________________ (1:1 - 3:12).

II.  PREDICTION OF ________________ (4:1-5:15).

III.  PLEA FOR ____________________ (6:1-7:20).

65.  What have you learned from Micah?

