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LESSON 7 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

ZEPHANIAH

I.  JUDGMENT IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (1:1 - 3:8).


A.  Judgment of the Whole Earth (1:1-3).


B.  Judgment of Judah (1:4 - 2:3).



1.  Causes of judgment (1:4-13).



2.  Descriptions of judgment (1:14-18).



3.  Call to repentance (2:1-3).


C.  Judgment on the Nations Around Judah (2:4 - 15).



1.  Against Philistia (West) (2:4-7).



2.  Against Moab & Ammon (East) (2:8-11).



3.  Against Ethiopia (South) (2:12).



4.  Against Assyria (North) (2:13-15).


D.  Judgment on Jerusalem (3:1-7).



1.  Jerusalem's injustice (3:1-4).



2.  The Lord's justice (3:5-7).


E.  Judgment on the Whole Earth (3:8).

II.  SALVATION IN THE DAY OF THE LORD (3:9 - 20).


A.  Remnant from the Heathen (3:9-10).


B.  Restoration of God's People (3:11-20).

NOTES:

1)  Zephaniah's name means "Jehovah hides" or "Jehovah hath guarded."  He is probably the great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1) who dwelt in the city of Jerusalem - "this place" (1:4).

2)  Babylon was a rising power.  Chaldean Nabopolasser established an independent kingdom in Babylon in 625 BC.  Nineveh, the capital of the Assyria Empire fell to Nabopolasser's son and successor, Nebuchadnezzar in 612 BC.  The remnant of the Assyrian army was destroyed in 609 BC.  Babylon later took Jerusalem captive in three waves:  606, 597 & 596 BC.  

3)  Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of Josiah (639 - 608 BC).  Josiah was the last good king in Judah (2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chron. 34-35).  He instituted reforms in his 8th year (2 Chron. 34:3) and in his 18th year (2 Kings 22:11-13; 23:1-3).  Josiah did well, but the people's reform was not of a "whole heart" (2 Kings 22:18-20; Jer. 3:6-10).  Jeremiah began his work about 626 BC.


Since Zephaniah prophesied in Josiah's day (639-608 BC), but before the fall of Assyria (612 BC) and even before Josiah's reforms (628 & 622 BC); Zephaniah's work was between 639 - 628 BC.  This is only 22 to 33 years before Babylon would begin taking Jerusalem away.

QUESTIONS FOR ZEPHANIAH 1:1-13

1.    Who was Zephaniah related to (1:1)?  

2.  During whose reign did he prophesy?

3.  To what extent would judgment come (1:2-3)?

4.  Why would Judah be included (1:4-6)?

5.  What 3 kinds of people or attitudes are seen in 1:4-6?


A.  Remnant of Baal & Chemerim -


B.  Swear by Jehovah and by Malcam -


C.  Seek not Jehovah -

6.  Why does the prophet say, "Hold thy peace" (1:7)>

7.  What does "at hand" mean (1:7)?  How long was it from Zephaniah's

day until the fist wave of captives went to Babylon?

8.  Does "the day of the Lord" always refer to the end of time?

9.  Who will be Jehovah's "sacrifice" (1:7-9)?

10.  Match the following phrases with their correct explanation (1:8-9, 12):


A.  Clothed with foreign apparel
1.  Men of indifference

B.  Leap over the threshold

2.  Rulers under heathen

influence


C.  Settled on their lees


3.  Violent thieves

11.  How thorough would God be in His examination of Jerusalem (1:12)?

12.  What did they say about Jehovah (1:12)?

13.  (T) (F)  Judah was poverty stricken in Zephaniah's day (1:13).

ZEPHANIAH 1:14-23

14.  What would even the mighty man do in the day of Jehovah (1:14)?

Why?

15.  (T) (F)  Zephaniah's message was a fun & entertaining one (1:15-16).

16.  In what way will Judah be like a blind man (1:17)?

17.  While money may have delivered them from troubles & enemy

nations, who would not be bribed (1:18)?

18.  Describe the results of God's righteous jealousy over His people (1:18).

19.  What trait did Judah lack (2:1)?

20.  What did God plead with them to do before it was too late (2:2-3).

ZEPHANIAH 2:4-15

21.  When God punishes Philistia, who will dwell there (2:4-7)?

22.  Moab & Ammon will be punished for their _________ (2:8-11).  How was

this trait manifested in them?

23.  When God said, "My sword" would slay the Ethiopians, in whose hand

would God place His sword (2:12)?

24.  How low would Nineveh be brought (2:13-15)?  Why?

ZEPHANIAH 3:1-8

25.  Describe Jerusalem (3:1-2).

26.  How did the princes, judges, & prophets fail God's people (3:3-4)?

What should they have done instead?

27.  Is God unjust when He brings severe punishment upon men (3:5)?

28.  What basic requirement did God have in order for men to avoid

punishment (3:7)?

29.  What did these people rise up early top do (3:7)?

30.  What does God call upon the few righteous to do (3:8)?

ZEPHANIAH 3:9-20

31.  How is the remnant under the Messiah different from Judah in

Zephaniah's day (3:9-12)?

32.  In "that day" why will the inhabitants of Zion sing & not allow their

hands to be slack (3:14-17)?

33.  Who would be king in their midst (3:15)?

34.  Describe the character of the remnant in 3:18.

35.  What does God promise the faithful few (3:18-20)?

36.  What have you learned from Zephaniah?
