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LESSON 8 OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

NAHUM

I.  THE FALL OF NINEVEH (1:1-15).


A.  God's Severity & Goodness (1:1-8).


B.  Wrath Upon Nineveh, Comfort To Judah (1:9-15).

II.  THE FAL OF NINEVEH DESCRIBED (2:1-13).


A.  Call To Arms (2:1-2).


B.  Description Of Their Fall (2:3-12).

C.  God's Decree (2:13).

III.  THE FALL OF NINEVEH DESERVED (3:1-19).


A.  Nineveh's Sins:  Blood & Idols (3:1-7).


B.  No-Ammon's [Thebes] fate Is Soon To Be Nineveh's (3:8-11).


C.  Nineveh is ripe & will not recover (3:12-19).

NOTES:

1)  Nahum means "comfort."  It is a shortened form of the name Nehemiah, which means "Comfort of Yahweh."  This message of judgment & doom upon Nineveh is also intended to be a message of comfort to oppressed Judah.

2)  Nahum was an Elkoshite.  While exact location is uncertain, some have suggested that the Galilean town of "Capernaum" (town of Nahum") is where he is from.  Others suggest that He came from "Elkese" southwest of Jerusalem.

3)  This prophecy was given between 630 - 612 BC.  It was after the Egyptian cit8 of No-Ammon [Thebes] fell to teh Assyrian King Ashurbanipal in 663 BC (3:*ff).  It was also before Nineveh fell to the combined forces of the Medes & Babylonians (612 -608 BC).

4)  Nineveh was the capital of Assyria.  It was located on the Tigris River, opposite of the modern town Al-Mawail or Mosul in northern Iraq.  It was dedicated to the goddess "Istar", a goddess of reproduction.  The walls around the principal city were 8 miles in circumfer\ance, 100 feet tall, and three chariots could ride side by sid eon tope.  It was fortified with 1500 towers, each 200 feet tall.  It also had a 150 foot wide moat that was 60 feet deep.

5)  Nineveh was known for it's cruelty & violence.  They burned, looted and showed little mercy.  In stone carvings, Assyrian soldiers are shown torturing children, blinding warriors, chopping off hands, impaling victims on stakes, and beheading their enemies.  Their history includes:


a.  Jonah's preaching & their brief repentance (760 BC).


b.  Tiglath-Pileser III (747-727 BC) deported some of the northern

inhabitants of Israel.


c.  Shalmanesser V (727-722 BC).


d.  Sargon II (722-705 BC) Destroyed Samaria in 722 BC, scattering

the Northern Ten Tribes.  To see how God sued Assyria's pride

to bring judgment on Israel read Isaiah 10:5-19 & chapters

36-37.  He was murdered in 705 BC.


e.  Sennacherib (705-681 BC) shut up Hezekiah in Jerusalem "like a

bird in a cage."  Murdered by two sons, who in turn were

driven out by a younger son who ruled next.


f.  Essarhaddon (681-668 BC).


g.  Assur-bani-pal (668-633 BC) took No-Ammon [Thebes} (Nahum

3:8).  He tore off the lips & limbs of kings, made 3 captured

rulers of Elam carry his chariot through the streets, compelled a prince to wear around his neck the decapitated head of his king, feasted in a garden with his queen while the head of a Chaldean monarch was hanging above them whom he had forced to commit suicide, etc.


h.  Assur-etil-ilani (633-629 BC).


i.  Sin-shar-ishkin (Essarhaddon II) (629-612 BC).  When Nineveh was

besieged by combined forces of the Medes & Babylonians,

he gathered his wives, children & wealth in the palace & set

fire to it, where he perished.

6)  Nahum predicted an "overflowing flood" (1:8).  The Tigris River overflowed & destroyed part of the city walls.  The Babylonians invaded through this breech & set the city on fire.


Nahum also predicted that the city would be "hidden" (3:11).  After it was destroyed, it was not found again until 1842 AD.

QUESTIONS FOR NAHUM 1:1-15

1.    Why might a message from God be a "burden" (1:1)?

2.  In what manner was this revealed to Nahum (1:1)?

3.  Describe God's severity (1:2-8).

4.  Describe God's goodness (1:2-8).

5.  Give descriptions of God's omnipotence (1:2-8).

6.  What plans had Nineveh made "against Jehovah" (1:9)?

7.  Explain the symbols of 1:10.

8.  By cutting down Nineveh, who would be afflicted no more & no longer

have this yoke upon them (1:12-13)?

9.  Why did God judge Nineveh (1:9, 11-13, 14)?

10.  Since Judah was spared, what should she do (1:15)?

11.  What good tidings did the feet of 1:15 bring?  What good tidings do

the feet of Romans 10:15 bring?

NAHUM 2:1-13

12.  In dashing Nineveh, who is restored (2:1-2)?

13.  What do you see & hear in the images of battle (2:3-7)?

14.  What would happen with the river (2:6)?  How was this fulfilled in

history?

15.  What will Nineveh not have when she falls (2:7)?

16.  What happened to Nineveh's limitless treasures (2:9-10)?

17.  How had Nineveh behaved (2:11-12)?

NAHUM 3:1-19

18.  What sins had Nineveh committed (3:1, 4)?

19.  How dreadful would their day of judgment be (3:2-3, 5-7)?

20.  What had Nineveh done to No-Ammon (3:8-10)?

21.  Why does God mention No-Ammon here (3:8, 11-15)?

22.  How was the statement "thou shalt be hid" fulfilled in history (3:11)?

23.  What 2 characteristics of the "canker-worm" are used (3:15)?

24.  What would happen to the multitude of their merchants, princes,

marshals, shepherds, nobles & people (3:16-18)?

25.  Why would no one help them (3:19), but rather mock at their fall?

26.  What have you learned in Nahum?

