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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)




January 16, 2011
What Kind Of Bait Do You Use?  
       dwh

Bait is any substance placed on the end of a hook or trap to catch fish.  And, whether it is lures or live bait, experienced fishermen know that what you put on the end of your hook makes a difference.  

The common earthworm is a probably the most used bait for freshwater fishing.  But fish do have their preferences.  Trout, for example, are said to prefer grubs and maggots, grasshoppers and bees.  Bream in Florida seem to be partial to small balls of bread.  Steelheads and salmon also are attracted to Roe (fish eggs).  Even though fishing is interesting, our purpose today is not to discuss how to catch a fish supper.

“18 And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brethren, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers of men.  20 And they straightway left the nets, and followed him.” (Matt. 4)
Jesus summoned these men to become preachers and teachers of the Gospel.  He used the analogy of fishing because these men, being fishermen, could readily understand it.  Preaching is indeed like fishing in several ways.
Jesus came bringing grace and truth (John 1:17).  Jesus prepared His disciples to value and focus on truth as well.  When many followed Jesus for material gain (food), Jesus spoke in a way that exposed this (John 6:27-29).  Furthermore, He spoke in a way that those who pursued him for carnal reason had trouble comprehending, because they were not thinking on a spiritual level (John 6:51-52).  Because of this, many left Him (6:66).  At this point Jesus asked His disciples if they also would leave, but Peter and the rest recognized that Jesus has the words of eternal life (6:67-69).  They understood that Jesus was not using worldly bait to attract men, but spiritual.
Many today still fail to understand this.  Men show a great lack of understanding when they use worldly appeals to “save” men.  They offer food, entertainment, and all manner of social advantages in order to attract and keep people “in church”.  And all the while, they display a tremendous lack of faith in the Gospel to do what God intends it to do.
Jesus came to seek and save the lost, not entertain the goats (Luke 19:10).  This is why the church of the Lord has a simple spiritual mission, not a carnal one.  While so many today build houses for carnal celebration, Jesus reminds us that He built a spiritual house for worship and edification.  When the Corinthians turned the Lord’s Supper (a memorial of the death of Jesus) into a self-serving common meal, he not only told them to stop being selfish, but totally separated common meals from the activity of worship (1 Cor. 11:34).  He said to eat at home if we are hungry.  While the Lord’s Supper involves eating unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine, it is for a spiritual purpose, not a carnal.
Other examples may be given, but this is sufficient to show the point.  What “bait” should be used to draw men to Christ and to keep people attending worship services?  What is it that the Lord has revealed?
There are also areas in life were we seek to “catch” people.  For example, as we grow up and become adults, young men and women look for someone to be their spouse.  Does it matter what kind of “bait” we use in seeking a mate?  Certainly, and the world knows it as well as, if not better than we do.  As Jesus said, “...the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.” (Luke 16:8)
What Jesus meant by this is that the people who love this world know better how to get what they are after than the children of light.  They take advantage of the things that will get them what they desire, yet so often, the children of light fail to do so.

For example, young people today looking for someone to be with know how to dress in provocative and alluring ways.  Tight jeans, low cut or deep “v” necks, short clothing that reveal the thighs all serve as advertisement and “bait” for the opposite sex.  The world knows that this sends signals and stimulates carnal desire.  Clothing designers freely admit that their efforts are closely tied to sexuality.  And those who wear it surely know it as well.  How can we not know that clothing we can barely squeeze into (because it is so form fitting) is provoking?  How can we be ignorant of the fact that revealing certain areas of our bodies for others eyes to look upon is inappropriate?  Let us ask the question, if it is alright for others to see it, is it alright for others to touch it?  Would we then suddenly be more conscious of the error of such conduct?
Modesty is commanded by God (1 Tim. 2:9-10).  It begins first in the heart, and is displayed in the actions.  While we are not here listing the verses that describe the specific boundaries of what is and is not modest, the heart that seeks to please God will earnestly look for what God’s will is in this area and in other areas.  

But, if we walk and talk and dress like the world, who will we attract as a mate?  I have known several unfortunate young people through the years who, through using such carnal bait, have attracted or were attracted to a carnal minded person.  Such leads to heartache and regret, and so often leads the child of God astray. The way of Truth, the way God has revealed has more depth and purpose than we often realize.  God does know better than we do.  

I’ve also known some who were truly godly and modest.  And while some complained (sadly, some of biggest complaints were from Christians) that they didn’t need to be quite so modest and old fashioned, yet these godly young people have grown up to be role models, pure, and pleasing to God (1 Tim. 2:10).  Some I know have even found that by developing godly behavior they have attracted a truly godly person for their mate.
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I am not going to say it is a sin to marry a non-Christian.  I do not believe that can be scripturally sustained.  But the principle applies, that how we live sends a signal.  That signal will be appealing to some and repulsive to others (2 Cor. 2:16).  Who should we be seeking as a mate?  Someone who will hinder us from going to Heaven?  Someone who will influence our children to be worldly?  Do you know, truly know, whether you will be strong enough to be faithful if your mate is not?  And, could you endure the hardship of a mate that was attracted by carnal reason to you, and then by those same carnal reasons was attracted to another?
My prayer for us all is that we may be obedient to the Lord, but not just obedient.  May we also be wise in our service to Him.  May we see and understand that His way is right, and is also the best way.
In trying to save souls, are we using the right bait?  In our relationships with others, are we sending the right signals?
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“Let Love Be Without Hypocrisy” (Rom. 12:9)          BJ & Janice Starnes and BJ’s mother, Jerry Taylor, Mary Cox; Jean Gambrell; Betty England; Allie Cantrell (Mary Stafford’s mother); Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter); Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother); Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew); Ashlee & Sierra Frazier; Ed Williams; Doug Stafford; Madelyne Bennett (Jean Gambrell’s sister); Wess Helton (B.J & Janice Starnes’ son-in-law); Wanda Bumbalough (Joyce’s sister-in-law, lung cancer); Josh Key (Great grandson of Mary Cox), Frank Meyhan & his wife, William C. Hill (Doug Hill’s father, cancer).









