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NUMBERS

~ Introduction ~

I. TITLE.

A. "Numbers" is from [arithmoi] in the Septuagint.  This name is take from the two numberings of Israel:  one at Mount Sinai (Num. 1) and the other on the plains of Moab before the second generation was to enter the promised land (Num. 26).

B. In Hebrew, either the first phrase of the book ("And He said") or the fifth ("In the wilderness") are used as the book's title.

C. Most of this book focuses on sins & the wanderings of the first generation.  Hence, other names that have been used are:  Book of Journeyings, Book of Murmurings, and The Fourth Book of Moses.

II. AUTHOR:  Moses.

A. External Evidence:  The Jews, the Samaritans & writers in the early church all give a united testimony regarding Moses as the participant & author.  More importantly, the New Testament affirms it (John 3:14, Acts 7:20-40, 44, 1 Cor. 10:1-11, Heb. 3:5).

B. Internal Evidence:  There are over 80 claims of "And Jehovah spake unto Moses" (1:1, etc.) as well as passages that say, "And Moses wrote..." (Num. 33:2) - which affirm Moses as the writer of the book.  As an eyewitness of all these events, he is also the best qualified historical figure to make the record.

Some scholars claim that the third person references to Moses

     prove a different author.  However, the use of the third person was

     common in the ancient world.  Caesar did the same in his writings.

III. TIME (~1439 to 1400 B.C.).

A. From the last 20 days at Mount Sinai (1:1, 10:11) to their wanderings around Kadesh Barnea and finally their arrival in the plains of Moab in the 40th year (22:1, 26:3, 33:50, Deut. 1:3, Deut. 2:14).

B. Based upon the census numbers, there were easily more than 2 million people at Sinai and also on the Plains of Moab.

IV. FEATURES:  Complaints, Rebellion & Failure of the Exodus Generation.

A. Israel complaints over food (11:1-9).

B. The Rebellion by Miriam & Aaron (12:1-16).

C. Israel murmurs & rebels over the spies' report (14:1-10).

D. The rebellion of Korah (16:1-40).

E. Israel murmurs over the punishment of Korah (16:41-50).

F. Israel complains again over food & water (20:2).

G. The failure of Moses & Aaron (20:2-13).

H. Israel murmurs, yet again, over food & water (21:4-9).

I. Israel sins with the Moabites (25:1-18).

V. THE CHRIST OF NUMBERS:

A. Pillar of cloud (Num. 9:15-23, 10:34, 11:25; cf. Ex. 40:34. John 1:14).

B. Manna (Num. 11:6-9, John 6:31-36).

C. Red heifer sacrifice (Num. 19; Heb. 9:13-14).

D. The rock (Ex. 17:6, Num. 20:11, Ps. 78:15, 1 Cor. 10:4).

E. The bronze serpent (Num. 21:4-9, John 3:14-15).

F. Balaam's prophecy (Num. 24:17, Rev. 22:16).

G. Cities of refuge (Num. 35:6, 9-16f; Heb. 6:18-20, Rev. 21:27).

VI. THEME:  Failure to believe in God results in judgement (Num. 14:22-23, 34-35; 20:12).

VII. OUTLINE.

I. Preparation of the Old Generation at Mt. Sinai (1:1-10:10).

II. Failure of Old Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (10:11-25:18).

III. Preparation of the New Generation to Inherit at Moab's Plains (26:1-

36:13).

QUESTIONS FOR INTRO.

1. Why is this book called "Numbers"?

2. Why would "Book of Murmurings" also be a good name for this book?

3. Name one or more events that occur during the following sections:

a. Chp. 1:1 - 10:10.

b. Chp. 10:11 - 25:18.

c. Chp. 26:1 - 36:13.

