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INTRODUCTION TO 1ST PETER

I.  AUTHOR:  The Apostle Peter.

A.  Internal evidence:



1.  Peter is identified (1:1).

2.  There are similarities between this letter & Peter's sermons.


a.  God's foreknowledge (1 Pet. 1:20, Acts 2:23).


b.  Judge of living & dead (1 Pet. 4:15, Acts 10:42).


c.  Use of particular Greek word for "wood" or "tree"

[xylon] to refer to the cross (Acts 5:30; 10:39;

1 Pet. 2:24).



3.  Was an eye-witness (1 Pet. 5:1).



4.  Harmonizes with other Bible facts & Truths:  If Peter was an

elder he would have to be married (1 Tim. 3:2).  He was

(Matt. 8:14, 1 Cor. 9:6).


B.  External evidence:



1.  Early writers quote from this & mention that it is from Peter.

II.  BACKGROUND:  The readers were probably BOTH Hebrew & Gentile

converts.


A.  They were "pilgrims of the dispersion" (1:1).

B.  Among Gentiles (2:12)

C.  In the areas of Asia Minor (Pontus, Cappadocia, Bithynia) (1:1).


D.  Peter identifies a Gentile background (1:14; 2:1; 4:3; Acts 15:3, 12,

19; 21:19).


E.  He also quotes a prophecy that includes Gentiles with the Jews

(1 Pet. 2:9-10; Hosea 1:10; 2:23; Romans 9:24-26).

III.  TIME & PLACE OF WRITING:  ~ A.D. 64, Probably from Rome.


A.  PLACE:  From "Babylon" (5:13).



1.  Probably NOT from Babylon in Mesopotamia.




a.  No record of his traveling there.




b.  It was thinly populated in his day.




c.  Tradition says he spent his last years in Rome.



2.  Probably symbolic for Rome.




a.  Center for idols (cf. Rev. 17-18).




b.  Peter used other figurative expressions in this letter.




c.  He mentions Mark (5:13) who was in Rome during

Paul's imprisonment (Col. 4:10, AD 61).


B.  TIME:  Probably written in 64 AD, shortly before Nero's persecution

of Christians.

IV.  KEYS TO THIS STUDY:


A.  THEME:  The proper response to Christian suffering.



1.  Be not surprised, expect it (2:21; 3:18).



2.  Imitate Christ (2:20-25; 4:1, 12-14).



3.  Do nothing that deserves punishment (2:20; 3:17; 4:15-16).



4.  Realize that God cares & you are not alone (5:7, 9).



5.  Satan is the source of such troubles, not God (5:8).

6.  We can still use it as a means of perfection (1:7; 5:10).

B.  PURPOSE:  To offer comfort & hope (1:3-6, 13;  2:12, 15;

3:1, 9, 14-16;  4:4-5, 17-19; 5:4, 7, 10). 

V.  OUTLINE:

PART I.  SALVATION THROUGH TRIALS (1:1-2:12).


A.  Salutation (1:1-2).


B.  Our great salvation (1:3-12).


C.  Our needful sanctification (1:13-2:12).

PART II.  SUBMISSION IN TRIALS (2:13-3:12).


A.  Submission to government (2:13-17).


B.  Submission in masters (2:18-25).


C.  Submission in marriage (3:1-7).


D.  Submission in the church (3:8).

E.  Submission in all of life (3:9-12).

PART III.  SUFFERING OF TRIALS (3:13-5:14).


A.  Conduct in suffering (3:13-17).


B.  Christ & Noah's example of suffering (3:18-4:6).


C.  Commands in suffering (4:7-19).


D.  Humbly serving one another in suffering (5:1-11).


E.  Conclusion (5:12-14).

QUESTIONS FOR INTRO:

1.  When & where was this probably written?

2.  What is the theme?  What is the purpose?

3.  What is "figurative language"?  Give examples of this from 1st Peter.

