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PHILEMON


PHILEMON

I. BACKGROUND & TIME.

A.  Philemon is one of Paul's 4 prison epistles (Ephesians, Philippians,

Colossians, Philemon) written during Paul's first imprisonment at

Rome (Phile. 1, 9, 10, 13, 23).  These were written about 62 AD.

B.  Philemon was evidently a wealthy resident (he owned) and he was a

Christian (v. 19).  Also, the church met in his home (v. 2).


C.  Onesimus had run away from his master and at some point been

converted by Paul (v. 10).  Paul now returned him with this letter.


D.  Slaves in that day were treated as property, not as people.  Roman law

authorized severe punishment, even violent death for runaway

slaves.  Slaves were rarely given any dignity.

II.  AUTHOR.


A.  Paul (v. 1, 9, 19).


B.  Others associated with Paul (Col. 4:9-14; Phile. 10, 23-24).

III.  THEME:  Receive Onesimus as you would receive Paul (v. 12-17).

V.  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK.

PART I.  PRAY OF THANKSGIVING (v. 1-7).

PART II.  PETITION FOR ONESIMUS (v. 8-17).

PART III.  PROMISE TO PHILEMON (v. 18-25).

QUESTIONS FOR PHILEMON vv. 1-7

1.  Where was Paul when he wrote this letter (v. 1)?  Even so, who was with

him?

2.  While here, Paul mopped & pinned about what he could not do.  Discuss.

3.  How did Paul view Philemon (v. 1)?

4.  What already showed Philemon's brotherly love & hospitality (v. 2)?

5.  Where are grace & peace found (v. 3)?

6.  When Paul thought of Philemon, what did he always do (v. 4, 7)?

Why (v. 5, 7)?

7.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  When brethren think of us, are we living such that

they could be thankful?

8.  What is "fellowship" (v. 6)?  What is involved & what is it based on?

9.  List some ways that our fellowship on faith can be "effectual" (v. 6).

PHILEMON v. 8-17

10.  What did Paul have the authority & boldness in Christ to do (v. 8)?

11.  What is the difference between authority & boldness?  How do they work

properly together?  How do they work if apart?

12.  Even though Paul had authority, why did he plead with Philemon on

Onesimus' behalf (v. 9)?

13.  (T) (F)  Paul yielded his right, in order to do promote goodness in others.

14.  What does a person show the lack of when they flaunt their authority?

15.  (T) (F)  Every time someone in authority gives a command, it shows a lack of

love.  Explain.

16.  How did Paul view Onesimus (v. 10-12)?

17.  What does "Onesimus" mean (v. 10)?  Explain how Paul uses this meaning

in verse 11.

18.  Although Paul wanted to keep Onesimus with him, why did he send him

back to Philemon (v. 13-14)?

19.  What is the best way to do good (v. 14)?


A.  Not at all.


C.  Forced.


B.  Grudgingly.

D.  Willingly.

20.  How does v. 18 show the proper view of God's providence?

21.  In what way should Philemon receive Onesimus (v. 15-16)?

22.  (T) (F)  Paul told Philemon that he could not retain Onesimus as his slave

(v. 15-17).  Explain.

23.  (T) (F)  Paul told Onesimus to start sit-in rallies and matches to put an end to

slavery.

24.  Is the church an agent of social action & change?  Explain.

25.  Is the church an agent of political action & change?  Explain.

PHILEMON v. 18-25

26.  What promise did Paul give (v. 18)?

27.  What debt did he also remind Philemon of (v. 19)?

28.  Which debt was greater?  Explain.

29.  On what basis can joy & comfort be had from brethren?


A.  When they please me.


B.  When they leave us alone.


C.  When they serve the Lord.

30.  What confidence did Paul have in Philemon (v. 21)?

31.  What hope (v. 22)?  By what means?

32.  In what way was Epaphras Paul's "fellow-prisoner" (v. 23)?

33.  (T) (F)  Man is a soul of flesh & blood.  He does not "have" a spirit.  Explain.

34.  Was it easy for Onesimus to return to Philemon?  Discuss repentance,

confession & the responsibilities connected with these.

35.  Was it easy for Philemon to forgive Onesimus?  Discuss forgiveness.

REVIEW

36.  When and from where was this written?

37.  Complete the outline:

PART I.  _____________ OF THANKSGIVING (v. 1-7).

PART II.  ______________ FOR ONESIMUS (v. 8-17).

PART III.  ______________ TO PHILEMON (v. 18-25).

38.  What have you learned from this letter?

