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PHILIPPIANS - INTRO


PHILIPPIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND.

A.  Paul helped establish the church in Philippi. On his second preaching

tour (Acts 16:9-40).


B.  It was a military city, so people were proud of their Roman citizenship

(cf. Acts 16:21).  Also, it evidently did not have a synagogue

(cf. Acts 16:13).


C.  Lydia and her household were converts here (Acts 16:14-15).  Also the

Philippian Jailer and his household (Acts 16:16-34).  "Other

 brethren" were also in the congregation here (Acts 16:40).


D.  Paul visited them again on his third tour (Acts 20:1, 6).

II.  AUTHOR.


A.  Paul (Phil. 1:1).

B.  Timothy joins in the greeting, and should be well known to these

brethren.  He was with Paul during his second tour (cf. Phil. 2:19-

22;  Acts 16:1-5, 17:14).

III.  TIME & PLACE OF WRITING.


A.  Towards the end of his two year imprisonment in Rome

(Acts 28:30-31).  About 62 A.D.

1.  Some time had passed between Paul's arrival in Rome:


a.  News of his arrival had reached Philippi & they sent

Epaphroditus with assistance (2:25, 4:18).




b.  News of Epaphroditus' illness at Rome had reached

(Philippi 2:26).


B.  Paul's reputation from preaching had time to spread & favorably affect

the Praetorian guard (1:13) and Cesar's household (4:22).


C.  Luke & Aristarchus who went to Rome with Paul seem now to be

absent (cf. Acts 27:1-2).  Both sent greetings in the earlier

Colossian letter (Col. 4:10, 14).


D.  Paul's case before Caeser seems to be close to a final decision

(1:23-26, 2:17, 24).

IV.  FEATURES.


A.  Theme:  "Rejoice in the Lord" (3:1, 4:4).



1.  Rejoice in spiritual closeness & fellowship enjoyed by brethren

with a common goal:

a.  The furtherance of the gospel (1:4-5).

b.  Opportunity to serve the Lord's people (1:25, 2:16-18).



2.  Rejoicing even in unpleasant circumstances (1:18).


B.  Purpose:

1.  To thank the Philippians for their gifts.

2.  To express his love for them & his joy for their faithfulness.

3.  To inform the brethren of his work & hope of release.

4.  To warn brethren of dangers within & without.


C.  This is one of Paul's most personal letters - the first person pronouns

("I" & "me") are sued over 100 times.


D.  The "gospel" is mentioned nine times:



1.  "The fellowship of the gospel" (1:5).



2.  "The confirmation of the gospel" (1:7).



3.  "The progress of the gospel" (1:12).



4.  "The defense of the gospel" (1:16).



5.  "Worthy of the gospel" (1:27).



6.  "Striving for the faith of the gospel" (1:27).



7.  "Served in the gospel" (2:22).



8.  "Labored in the gospel" (4:3).



9.  "The beginning of the gospel" (4:15).


E.  The proper "mind" is stressed.  Submitting to the pattern of thinking of

Christ or this world.  When modeled after Christ, progress in

spiritual maturity & unity will prevail.



1.  "It is right to be thus minded" (1:7).



2.  "Be of the same mind" - "of one mind" (2:2, 4:2).



3.  "Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ" (2:5).



4.  "As many as are perfect, be thus minded" (3:15).



5.  "Who mind earthly things" (3:19).



6.  Revive your thought (care) for me" - "ye did indeed take thought

(care)"  (4:10).


F.  The place that Christ should be in our existence:



1.  Our life - "For me to live is Christ" (1:21).



2.  Our mind - "Have this mind in you which was also in Christ"

(2:5).



3.  Our goal - "That I may also gain Christ" (3:8).



4.  Our strength - "I can do all things in him that strengthens me"

(4:13).

V.  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK.

PART I.  PAUL'S ACCOUNT OF HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES (1:1-30).

PART II.  PAUL'S APPEAL TO HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST (2:1-30). 

PART III.  PAUL'S APPEAL TO HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST (3:1-21).

PART IV.  PAUL'S APPEAL TO HAVE THE PEACE OF CHRIST (4:1-23).

QUESTIONS FOR INTRO

1.  When & from where was this written?

2.  What is the theme?

3.  What do we know about the Philippians from Acts?

