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REV. INTRO


REVELATION - INTRODUCTION

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A.  Greek word:  “Apokalypsis”.  English:  Apocalypse.

B.  “An uncovering, properly a laying bare, making naked” (Thayer, Vine).

C.  The book is the “unveiling” of a message from God to His people in a time of



trouble.

D.  Many improperly name the book “Revelations”.  It is not plural, but singular.  It is



one complete message.

II. JEWISH APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE
A.  Appeared in 200 BC to 200 AD.  Patterned after the writings of Ezekiel, Daniel. &


Zechariah

B.  Written in times of danger, when both reader and writer would not be safe if their


communication were known by an unsympathetic power.  Therefore, the literature


was written in a way that concealed the message from the outsider, yet revealed its


message to the insider.

C.  This style of writing was used to stress loyalty, and to encourage faith by showing


in dramatic fashion the over throw of evil by good.

III.
CHARACTERISTICS OF APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE

A.  Always possessed real historical significance.

B.  Uses dramatic imagery to represent these events; so knowledge of the events and


the imagery is important.  For history see “Time of writing” and “History” below.



1.  Dramatic imagery - Vivid, fantastic and even grotesque pictures are used.




Rivers of blood, hailstones weighing 100 pounds, dragons knocking down




stars, etc.  Also, objects, beasts, cities, birds, elements of nature, light,




 darkness, weapons, colors, etc. are used.



2.  The book of Revelation uses OT words with NT meaning.  To understand the




many allusions to the OT (approx. 400), we must use the plain passages to




help explain the difficult.


C.  Predictive.  The present is an evil time, with turmoil and persecution.  But the



future will be glorious and triumphant.


D.  Numbers:



1.  Fractions - ¼, 1/3 , ½ represent a minor PART of the whole.



2. ONE - That which is alone, unique, UNITY.



3. TWO - Symbolizes STRENGTH.



4. THREE - Symbolizes an ordered whole, a DIVINE number.



5. FOUR - Connected with the world in which men live, four “boundaries” of the




earth:  North, South, East and West.




6. SEVEN - Expresses PERFECTION or COMPLETENESS.



7. SIX - Falls short of perfection, represents failure.



8. TEN - Expresses FULLNESS.



9. ONE THOUSAND - multiples of ten - FULLNESS UPON FULNESS.



10. 3 ½,  42, 1260 - Equivalents that are half of seven.  Represents an




INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME.

IV.  THE TIME OF WRITING


A.  Tied to a time of persecution (1:9; 2:10, 13; 6:9-11; 13:15; 17:5-6; 20:4).


B.  Different views:

 

1.  Symbolic only - Just general principles, no specific events in mind.




a)  This is insufficient, due to the nature of apocalyptic literature having





genuine historical significance.



2.  Continuous historical - “Application” to Rome, Islam, Papacy, Reformation.




a)  While the principles of Rev. can encourage Christians in all times of





persecution, this interpretation misses the specific historical nature of





apocalyptic literature.



3.  Early persecution of Christians by the Jews - prophesying the destruction of




Jerusalem - therefore written before 70 AD.




a)  John wrote to the 7 churches of Asia, not to Judea.




b)  Persecution by Jews continued into 300’s AD, long after fall of Jerusalem.



4.  Persecution of Christians by Roman Emperor NERO - therefore written during




AD 64-68.  Some connect this to the 70 AD fulfillment, because they find




passages that obviously refer to Rome’s persecution of saints.




a)  Nero’s persecution was severe, but mainly in Rome, not Asia.




b)  Nero’s persecution was not religiously motivated, it was a political





expedient.  He was blamed for the fire that devastated Rome in 64





AD, and he shifted the blame to Christians.



c)  The Old Syriac version says:  “The Revelation which was made by God to 




John the evangelist in the island of Patmos, into which he was thrown 




by Nero Caeser.” (MacDonald, The Life & Writings Of John p. 171).


4.  Persecution of Christians at end of Roman Emperor DOMITIAN’s reign 




(81-96 AD) - therefore written around 95 AD.




a)  Worship of deceased Emperors had been around for years.  And some





had received worship (in varying degrees) while alive.  The state also





was worshipped as the goddess “Roma”.  Domitian was the first





Emperor to demand worship of the empire in general.




b)  Since the Jews were conquered (AD 70), Domitian did not see the need





to tolerate their practices.  Christians were still seen as a sect of





Judaism.  Any who did not worship the Emperor were recognized as





“atheists.”




c)  Emperor worship is a major point in Revelation 13:11-12, 15-17.




d)  Irenaus (a disciple of Polycarp, who was a disciple of John) (2nd century)





& Origen (2nd-3rd century) claimed that the Book of Revelation was





written at the close of Domitian’s reign.  Some assert that this only 




referred to seeing John & talking about the number 666.



e)  The seven churches of Asia had been in existence long enough for them





to decline spiritually (2:4; 3:1, 15-18).



5.  Some view this as the history of the Papacy.




a)  This cannot be true because it was “shortly to come to pass” (1:1).



6.  Futurist - Some view chapters 4-19 as predicting what will happen right before




a literal thousand year, earthly reign of Christ (20:1-10).  




a)  This violates “shortly to come to pass” (1:1,3 ; 22:6, 10).




b)  This theory ignores the symbolism of the book (1:1) & makes it literal.





Thus, it MISinterpretes the figure of 1000 years (20:1-10) as literal.

V.  HISTORICAL NOTES:


A.  Ten Principle Persecutions:



1.  Nero (64) mostly in Rome as political expedient.



2.  Domitian (96) religious persecution of Christians for rejecting emperor worship.



3.  Trajan (c. 100-113) Christians not hunted out, but punished if found.  Pardoned




if offered prayers to the gods.  Jewish uprising (115) resulted in further




persecution of Christians.



4.  Aurelian & Commodus (c. 161-185)  Bitterly opposed Christians as disloyal to




the state.  Deliberate attempts by the state to get Christians.  Commodus is




likened unto the mad, lustful tyranny of Nero & Domitian.



5.  Septimus Severus & Caracalla (c. 202-213) Sporadic persecutions, first at the




hands of governors rather than the state of Rome.  Then in 202 Severus




issued an edict forbidding people to become Christians.  This is the first




official 
edict demanding persecution. Christians blamed for earthquakes in




Asia Minor.  In all major cities, Christians were burned, beaten and beheaded




just for being Christians.



6.  Maximinus I (235-238)  Open war on Christians.



7.  Decius & Gallus (249-252)  Decius issued an empire wide edict producing a




consistent & exceedingly cruel persecution. He was trying to exterminate




Christianity.  Directed first at church officials.  A later edict demanded all




men,  women & children in the empire to taste meat offered in sacrifice and




to pour out a libation to the gods.  A commission was appointed in each city




to enforce the emperor’s decree.  When a person yielded to the demand, a




certificate was given him stating his residence, sex, and occupation.  If a




person did not yield, he was tried before a proconsul, tortured, imprisoned,




exiled, stripped of property, or threatened with death.  They did not seek to




make martyrs, but sought to destroy the churches leaders and make it’s




members apostatize.  This severe persecution actually seems to have turned




the sympathy of the Roman people towards Christians.



8.  Valerian (251-260)  Fierce persecution, more so in the West than the East.




After Valerian’s death, his son (Gallienus) restrained persecution and




tolerated Christians.  This resulted in 40 years of prosperity which produced




much compromised with human doctrines.  Prosperity was evidently for




more dangerous to Christians than persecution.



9.  Aurelian (274-275)  No details available.



10.  Diocletian & his co-rulers Maximian I & Galerius, then Maximinus II




(303-313)  The church enjoyed freedom, many held high offices in




government, were excused from sacrificing, and possessed spacious




buildings.  Yet the church was corrupt, full of avarice and hatred.  Nine years




into Diocletian’s reign, Galerius moved Diocletian against Christians.  It is




probable that Diocletian’s fear of the declining worship of Roman gods, the

church’s success, it’s increasingly centralized organization and it’s independent treasury  were motivating factors.  Buildings were destroyed,




property confiscated, Scriptures burned, torture and bloodshed followed.




One of several edicts required all to taste of the sacrifices, and that every




article for sale in the market should be defiled with libations of wine or




blood from heathen sacrifices.





Maximian I died in 310.  In 311 Galerius was smitten with an




incurable disease and was tormented by “raging pain”.  When he realized that




death was near, he (perhaps seeking to atone for his deeds) published an




edict of toleration for Christians.  Diocletian died in 313.  Maximin II




ignored the edict of toleration.  In fact, he vigorously sought to wipe out




Christians.  He was defeated in a battle in 313.  Constantine & Licinius soon




gave an edict that granted universal religious toleration.


B.  Of the 249 years from the first persecution under Nero (64) to the final peace



under Constantine I (313), it is estimated that Christians suffered 129 years of



direct persecution.  Roughly there were 120 years of “peace”, though peace was



only relative, since Jewish persecution and pagan persecution continued in local



areas.  (All notes in this section from Hailey’s “Historical Background” in his book 


on Revelation).

V.  THEME OF THE BOOK:  Victory of Christ and His people (the church) over Satan


 and his allies (Roman paganism).

VI.  AUTHOR:  


A.  Four times the writer refers to himself as John (1:1, 4, 9, 22:8).


B.  Christ is the author (1:1), John the initial recipient (1:1).

VII.  PLACE OF WRITING:

A.  Isle of Patmos (1:9) in the Aegean Sea.


B.  A desolate island of volcanic rock, ten miles long and about six miles wide.



Located approximately 70 miles southwest of Ephesus.  Rome used this place to



exile criminals and political prisoners.

VIII.  OUTLINE.


I.  CHRIST & THE SEVEN CHURCHES (1-5).


A.  Intro (1:1-8).


B.  The Glory Of Christ (1:9-20).


C.  The Seven Churches of Asia (2:1 - 3:22).



1.  Ephesus (2:1-7).
    4.  Thyatira (2:18-29).
7.  Laodicea (3:14-22).



2.  Smyrna (2:8-11).
    5.  Sardis (3:1-6).



3.  Pergamum (2:12-17).   6.  Philadelphia (3:7-13).



D.  THRONE SCENE (4-5).



1.  God On His Throne (4:1-11).



2.  Christ Comes & Takes The Book (5:1-14).


II.  THE SEVEN SEALS (6:1 - 8:2).



1st Seal:  White Horse (6:1-2).



2nd Seal:  Red Horse (6:3-4).


Agents of Judgment


3rd Seal:  Black Horse (6:5-6).



4th Seal:  Pale Horse (6:7-8).



5th Seal:  Souls Under The Altar (6:9-11).
Occasion of Judgment


6th Seal:  Great Earthquake (6:12-17).
Terror of Impending Judgment



PARENTHESIS:  Sealing of the Saints (7:1-17).



7th Seal:  Silence in Heaven (8:1-6).

Preparation for the Seven Trumpets


III.  SEVEN TRUMPETS (8:3 - 11:19).



1st Trumpet:  Hail, Fire & Blood (8:7).



2nd Trumpet:  Burning Mountain Cast Into Sea (8:8-9).
General Warnings /



3rd Trumpet:  Great Star fallen (8:10-11).


Partial Judgments



4th Trumpet:  Sun, Moon, Stars not shine (8:12).



5th Trumpet (1st Woe):  Locusts (8:13 - 9:12).




6th Trumpet (2nd Woe):  Armies (9:13-21).



PARENTHESIS (10:1 - 11:14).    a.  Angel, Seven Thunders, Little Book (10:1-11).







        b.  Measuring of Temple, 2 Witnesses (11:1-14).



7th Trumpet (3rd Woe):  Reign of Christ Magnified (11:15-19).


IV.  SEVEN CHARACTERS IN THE SPIRITUAL WAR (12-14).



1st Woman





2nd Dragon
     (12:1-12).



3rd Man-child



4th Sea-beast (13:1-10).



  

5th Earth-beast (13:11-18).



6th Lamb on Mt. Zion (14:1-5).



PARENTHESIS:  Three Angels (14:6-12).



7th  One Like The Son Of Man (14:13-20).


V.  SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (15-16).



Preparation (15:1-8).



1st Plague:  Earth - Sores (16:1-2).



2nd Plague:  Sea to Blood (16:3).



3rd Plague:  Rivers & Springs To Blood (16:4-7).



4th Plague:  Sun Scorches Men (16:8-9).



5th Plague:  Darkness (16:10-11).



6th Plague:  Enemy Gathers At Har-megedon (16:12-16).



7th Plague: Completion - Earthquake & Hail (16:17-21).


VI.  VICTORY (17-22).



A.  Harlot / Babylon Judged (17:1 - 19:10).




1.  Harlot & Beast (17:1-18).




2.  Babylon (18:1-24).




3.  God Praised for Victory (19:1-10).



B.  Vindication of God’s Cause & His Saints (19:11 - 20:15).




1.  The Word of God Appears (19:11-18).




2.  Enemies gather & Are Defeated (9:19-21).




3.  Dragon restrained for 1000 years (20:1-3).




4.  Martyrs Vindicated (20:4-6).




5.  Satan’s efforts renewed (20:7-8).




6.  Devil, Beast & False Prophet defeated (20:9-10).



C.  Destiny Of The Redeemed (21:1 - 22:5).




1.  New Condition of Redeemed (21:1-8).




2.  Glory of Holy City - Wife of Lamb (21:9-27).




3.  Life in the Holy City (22:1-5).



D.  Final Assurances & Warnings (22:6-21).

QUESTIONS:

1.  What is “apocalyptic” literature?

2.  When & where was this written?

3.  What circumstances were Christians facing (1:9; 2:10, 13; 6:9-11; 13:15; 17:5-6; 20:4)?

4.  What is the theme of the book?

5.  From the time this book was written, how many years did Christians face persecution?

6.  What 2 points in Rev. 1:1 help answer most false views on the book of Revelation?

7.  Complete the outline:


I.  Christ & The Seven ___________  (1-5).


II  The Seven ___________. (6:1 - 8:2).


III.  The Seven ______________ (8:3 - 11:19).


IV.  The Seven _________________ In The Spiritual War (12-14).


V.  The Seven ___________ of ___________ (15-16).


VI.  _____________ (17-22).

