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INTRO TO ROMANS


ROMANS - INTRODUCTION

I.  AUTHOR:  Paul (1:1).


A.  Servant & apostle of Christ (1:1).


B.  Minister of Jesus Christ unto the Gentiles (15:16).

II.  TIME & PLACE:  Corinth, 57 A.D.


A.  During Paul's third missionary journey, his 3 month stay in Corinth of

Greece (Acts 20:3-6).



1.  Paul's efforts have reached unto "Illyricum" (NW of Greece)

(Rom. 15:19).



2.  Paul's host was Gaius, one of the few Paul baptized in Corinth

(Rom. 16:23, 1 Cor. 1:14).


3.  Phoebe, the one who carried the letter, was from Cenchrea,

the sea-port of Corinth (Rom. 16:1).



4.  At the writing of this letter, Paul had the collection for the needy

saints in Jerusalem (Rom. 15:26, Acts 20:1-2).



5.  Erastus, the treasurer of the city (Rom. 16:23) is historically

linked to Corinth.  A first century inscription in Corinth

mentions:  "Erastus, the commissioner of public works, laid this pavement at his own expense."

III.  CHARACTERISTIC OF THE BOOK:


A.  THEME:  How all men (Jew & Gentile) can be made right with God

through the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16-17).


B.  Keys to Romans:"Paul moves from condemnation to glorification and

from positional truth to practical truth.  Key words such as

righteousness, faith, law, all and sin each appear at least sixty times in this epistle."  (NKJV The New Open Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, p. 1319)

IV.  THE CITY OF ROME:


A.  The city was founded in 753 B.C., by Paul's time it was the center of

the known world with over 1 million inhabitants.  The majority of the

people there were slaves.  The city combined opulence & squalor.

(NKJV The New Open Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, p. 1318)

V.  THE CHURCH IN ROME:


A.  Its origin.



1.  Not Paul, he had not been to Rome yet (Rom. 1:10-11, 13, 15).



2.  Not Peter (inspite of Catholic traditions that say he started it).




a.  Paul chose not to preach where other apostles had

already been (Rom. 15:20, 2 Cor. 10:15-16, 13:16).




    Paul intended to go to Rome to preach (Rom. 1:13, 15).




    Therefore, no apostle had been to Rome (Peter included).



3.  The truth is, it us unknown who founded it.  There is no Biblical

statement nor any reliable historical evidence to show who it

was.  Some possibilities include:  Converts who returned home after Pentecost (Acts 2:10), after the persecution in Jerusalem (Acts 8), or some of Paul's associates (Rom. 16).

B.  The church was established for some time before this letter (cf. Rom.

14:14; 15:23).  It was well known (1:8).  There were a good number

of believers there (cf. 16:1-16). Also, Tacitus referred to the Christians who were persecuted under Nero in A.D. 64 as "an immense multitude."

VI.  OUTLINE:


PART I.  The Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1 - 8:39).



A.  Introduction (1:1-17).



B.  Condemnation:  The Need for God's Righteousness (1:18-3:20).



C.  Justification:  How God's Righteousness is Obtained

(3:21-5:21).



D.  Sanctification:  The Demonstration of God's Righteousness

(6:1-8:39).


PART II.  The Vindication of the Righteousness of God (9:1 - 11:36).



A.  Israel's Past:  The Election of God (9:1-29).



B.  Israel's Present:  The Rejection of God (9:30-10:21).



C.  Israel's Future:  A Remnant By Faith & Open Door To The Rest

(11:1-36).


PART III.  The Application of the Righteousness of God (12:1 - 16:27).



A.  God's Righteousness Demonstrated in Christians Duties

(12:1-13:14).



B.  God's Righteousness Demonstrated in Christian Liberties

(14:1-15:13).



C.  Conclusion:  Purpose, Plans, Exhortation & Greetings

(15:14-16:27).

QUESTIONS FOR INTRO.

1.  When did Paul write this letter to the Romans?  Where?

2.  What verses contain the theme of this epistle?

3.  In three words, summarize or outline the book of Romans.

