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INTRO TO 1 SAMUEL


INTRODUCTION TO 1 SAMUEL

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. The books of 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew Bible, known as "Samuel."  Samuel (in Hebrew) is translated as "Name of God," "His name is God," "Heard of God," and "Asked of God."

B. The Septuagint divides Samuel into 2 books, even though it is one continuous account.  The division artificially breaks up the history of David.

C. In the Septuagint, these books are names as follows:

First Samuel 

- First Kingdoms

Second Samuel

- Second Kingdoms

First Kings

- Third Kingdoms

Second Kings

- Fourth Kingdoms

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK.

A.  Anonymous.

B.  It is likely that Samuel, Nathan & Gad wrote the information contained

     in 1 and 2 Samuel (cf. 2 Chron. 29:29).  There are also indications of a

     compiler who worked on the original writings some time after 

     Solomon's reign (after the division of the kingdom) but before the

     Assyrian conquest.  For example, the text explains why Ziklag

     "pertaineth unto the kings of Judah unto this day" (1 Sam. 27:6).

III. TIME.

A.  First Samuel begins before Samuel's birth and ends at Saul's death

(~1130 - 1040 B.C.).

1.  Samuel is described as "old" & with grown children  (1 Sam.

8:1,5).  So we may safely say that Samuel was at least 50

years old.


2.  Saul reigned 40 years (Acts 13:21).

IV. THEME:  This book shows the transition between the period of the judges to the kings.  This era also demonstrates the need to fully follow God and shows the consequences of not doing so.

V. THE CHRIST OF 1 SAMUEL:

A.  Samuel - prophet, priest & judge who users in a new era.

B.  David - one of the primary figures of Christ.  Born in Bethlehem,

worked as a shepherd, ruled as a king.  Wrote many Messianic

psalms (cf. Ps. 22).

VI. OUTLINE.

PART I  SAMUEL, THE LAST JUDGE (1:1 - 7:17).


A.  Transition from Eli to Samuel (1-3).



B.  Samuel's Judgeship (4-7).


PART II  SAUL, THE FIRST KING (8:1-31:13).



A.  Transition from Samuel to Saul (8-12).



B.  Reign of Saul (13:1-15:9).



C.  Transition from Saul to David (15:10-31:13).

QUESTIONS FOR THE INTRO.

1.  About what time period does this book cover?

2.  List the three main characters of 1 Samuel .

3.  How do Samuel & David typify Christ?

