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Am I Really Saved?

Many reasons may lead us to question our salvation.  The most basic is the desire to be sure that we are right with God.  Desiring to know, be assured & have evidence is a good thing.  Thus, questioning is not wrong in itself.  Do not feel guilty for questioning & examining.  Many, many examples in the Bible show that God expects and encourages us to seek before we are allowed to find (Mt. 7:7).  Also, God says that when we seek or ask, we must do so "in faith" (Jas. 1:5-8).  In other words, we must expect an answer.  It may be an answer we did not expect, or it may even be "no" - but expect & look for an answer.  God expects those who come to Him to earnestly desire Truth (cp. John 4:23-24).  And in knowing & abiding in the Truth, we will be set free from sin (John 8:30-31).
How do I know whether my baptism was valid & saving?  Start with a review of the basic principles involved.  We can only know Truth through God's word (John 17:17).  And in hearing God's word, we are able to develop genuine faith (Rom. 10:17).  So what does God say about becoming a Christian?
1.  We must first believe in Jesus as the Son of God (Mk. 16:16; Acts 8:37).  Did you believe this before you were baptized?  It may be that fear of judgment moved you to obedient faith.  This is seen in many passages as "godly fear" (Prov. 1:7; Heb. 11:7) - acceptable before God.  It may be that love of God's goodness moved you to obedient faith (John 14:15).  This also is acceptable to God.
2.  We must also confess Christ (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9).  Did you do this?

3.  We must also repent of our sins (Acts 2:38).  This necessitates that we understand what sin is.  It is the transgression of God's law (1 John 3:4).  When we are aware of things we have done that violate God's will, then we are aware of sin in our own lives.  
Repentance is a change of mind (about sin) that brings a change of lifestyle.  It is a decision to cease from those things which are contrary to God's will.  So ask yourself, did you repent of your sins before baptism?  Did you intentionally keep back anything from God?  Intentionally hiding sin would mean that God would reject our attempts to come to Him (cp. Pr. 15:8; 28:9, 13).  If you are not aware of keeping anything back intentionally, then perhaps something else is causing concern & worry.
It may be that there are things you did not recognize at the time as sinful, but now you do.  This may cause some to question whether they should be baptized again.  But consider that if you repented of the sins you were aware of and were not intentionally hiding anything - God knows it.  It is possible to enter Christ (be forgiven of past sins) & then, out of ignorance, return to something that again separates us from God (1 Pet. 3:16).  Consider Simon in Acts 8 as an example.
Simon obeyed the gospel in Acts 8:13.  Later, he coveted the prestige & power that the apostles had in passing on gifts of the Spirit.  He sought to buy that with money (Acts 8:18-19).  Note that the sin Simon committed in Acts 8:18-19 was essentially the same kind of sin he committed before he was baptized (see Acts 8:9-10).  Formerly, as a sorcerer, he sought praise of men & power.  After becoming a Christian, he fell into that weakness again and tried to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit.  His relapse did not mean his baptism was invalid.  Peter did not tell him to be baptized again.  But Peter did require that Simon face honestly the sin he committed after baptism, by repentance & prayer (Acts 8:22).  Thus, God gives us opportunity to learn of any sins in our life & to correct them.
At first, this thought (of entering Christ, then returning to sin from ignorance) may be horrifying - that we could be separated from God and not even know it.  But bear in mind that God is not willing that any should perish (2 Pet. 3:9), but through His longsuffering we are granted salvation (2 Pet. 3:15).  While all sin separates (Is. 59:1-2), God is still able to work all things together for good, for those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).  In His providence & patience, He allows us time to learn and correct the things we do in ignorance (Phil. 3:15-16).  This is where our love for the Truth comes in again.  As we continue to read the Bible & assemble with the saints for worship & study - God will provide us opportunity to learn the principles & applications we need to know.  This is how He works in us - by teaching us (John 6:44-45).  Knowing God's character, His faithfulness, His love & mercy toward us - gives us assurance, where our own knowledge & shortcomings do not.
Before moving on to baptism itself, let me address sins of ignorance a bit further.  In the old law it is illustrated this way:

Le 5:2 Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whether it be a carcase of an unclean beast, or a carcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.

 3 Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty.

 4 Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.

 5 And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing:

 6 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his sin.
All sin separates (Is. 59:1-2; 1 John 3:4), even if it is unknown to us (Lev. 5:2).  For nothing is hidden from God, even our "secret sins" (Ps. 90:8).  So we cannot think that just because sin is done in ignorance that we are unaffected.  Yet, as we saw in the NT, God allows time & opportunity for us to learn the Truth.  When we do - then we must confess & seek forgiveness, as it is written:


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

Note again, if we confess then He will forgive.  If we doubt this, then we doubt God's faithfulness, His character.  Note also, when we confess, He will cleanse us from "all" unrighteousness.  That means all that separates us is removed.  We may later return to sin in ignorance (or even willfully), but at this point of honest confession we are pardoned fully.
We've talked quite a bit about repentance because it is a principle that is active before baptism as well as after.  But now lets move on...
4.  We must also be baptized (Mk. 16:16; Rom. 6:3-4; etc).  We know that this is a "burial" (Rom. 6:3-4) in water (Acts 10:47; 1 Pet. 3:20-21) for remission of sins (Acts 2:38).  Sprinkling or pouring is not Biblical baptism.  Nor is baptism "to show one is already saved".
If you look through all the above - and see that you believed in Jesus, confessed Him, repented of your known sins, and were immersed for the forgiveness of your sins - then that is when you were saved.  If you still doubt & unsure, examine whether there are things in your life presently that are unsettling you.  If there are things you know of that are sinful that you have not repented- then repent of them.  If you are uncertain about certain things - not sure if they are sinful or not - if you have doubts and do them anyway, you violate Romans 14:22.  We are not to abuse our conscience.  Hold back from these things until you know what God's word says for sure.  Then you will have a clean conscience, free from guilt & worry.
If you are not aware of any deficiency in how you obeyed the gospel or your current life - then perhaps you simply have the habit of worrying.  If so, then it is still something you will need to work on.  Review the facts & Truth about how to be saved & remain saved.  This will strengthen your faith & help you resist unnecessary worry.  Also, pray to God about this specifically (Phil. 4:6).  Tell Him every doubt, every concern - and ask for help.  He will answer you by providing you instruction.  Whenever doubt assails you, just go back and face it all again.  Do not try to ignore it or minimize the impact it can have on you.  Answer the doubts every time with Truth, God's word.  Act upon what the Bible says to do to build your faith.  And if you ever doubt where you stand spiritually with God - pray, ask forgiveness, ask Him to help you correct anything that needs correcting and ask Him to help you to accept the pardon He supplies.
I hope that this helps.  If there is anything more I can do, on this or any other concern, please do not hesitate to ask.  I am here to serve you and the brethren in the Lord. 

brotherly,
Douglas

