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INTRO TO 2 THESS.


2 THESSALONIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND.

A. Thessalonica was a prominent seaport & the capitol of the Roman province of Macedonia.  It was located on the "Via Egnata", the main road from Rome to the East.  It was also in sight of Mount Olympus, the mythical home of the Greek pantheon.  It's population was around 200,000.

B. Paul helped establish a church here on his 2nd tour (Acts 17:1-10).

1. He preached for 3 Sabbath days (17:2).

2. Converts were mainly Greeks (non-Jews_ (17:4; 1 Thess. 1:9).

3. His stay was shortened due to the rebellious & jealous Jews.  They employed "vile fellows of the rabble" to stir up trouble & cause Paul's departure for Berea (17:5-10; 1 Thess. 2:18).

4. Paul went to Athens but left Silas & Timothy (17:10-11).  They later joined him at Athens (1 Thess. 3:1-2) |& he sent Timothy back to Thessalonica and Silas to Phillipi (1 Thess.1:1; Acts 18:5).  They later rejoined him at Corinth.

II. AUTHOR.

A. Paul (1:1; 3:17).

B. Timothy & Silas were traveling companions with Paul on this 2nd tour.

1. Silas began the tour with Paul (Acts 15:40).

2. Timothy joined them at Lystra (Acts 16:1-3).

III. DATE & PLACE OF WRITING.

A. The letter was written shortly after the 1 Thessalonian letter in about A.D. 52.  For, Timothy & Silas were still with Paul (1:1).

B. Also, this letter was probably written from the same place as the first - Corinth.  They where here for about a year and a half (Acts 18:5).

IV. THEME.

A. Theme:  Comfort & admonition in view of the Lord's return.

1. To comfort the saints who were being persecuted - for the coming of the Lord means vengeance upon the adversaries and vindication of truth (1:2-8).

2. To correct false teaching that "the day of the Lord" was "at hand" (2:2).

3. To rebuke those who were unwilling to work for their bread (3:12). 

V. FEATURES.

A. The return of the Lord (1:7-10; 2:1-12; 3:6-15).

B. Things which must occur before the Lord returns:

1. Apostasy & the man of sin (2:3-4, 8-9).

2. Removal of the restraining force (2:6-7).

C. The command to admonish the disorderly (2 Thess. 3:6-15).

VI. OUTLINE.

Part I.  Salutation (1:1-2).

Part II.  The Lord's Return Comforts The Persecuted (1:3-12).

Part III.  The Lord's return Is Not "Just At hand" (2:1-17).

Part IV.  Dealing With The Disorderly (3:1-15).

Part V.  Benediction & Salutation (3:16-18).

NOTE 1:  Skeptics and the "scholarly" have asserted their belief that the N.T. (with it's stories of Jesus and principles) developed gradually over many years.  Yet, 1 & 2 Thessalonians testify to the fact that the gospel Paul preached was no novelty, but had already been a settled body of faith for some time.  Paul's reference to previous teaching (2 Thess. 2:15) and his use of the word "tradition" (2:15, 3:6) does not apply to something that is new and changing.  Also, this tradition is authoritative (2 Thess. 3:14) and not just the opinions or ideas of men.


Furthermore, in these 2 letters we have a very good outline of the whole system of faith.  For, Paul writes of true & living God (I 1:9), the Father (II 1:2), who has loved men and has been graciousto man (II 2:16; I 1:4).  He has sent deliverance from wrath through Jesus Christ, His Son (I 1:10) and has revealed this deliverance through the message of the gospel (I 1:5, 2:9; II 2:14).  This message had been confirmed by the power of the Holy Spirit (I 1:5, 4:8).  The gospel concerns the Lord Jesus Christ, who was killed by the Jews (I 2:14-15).  He rose from the dead (I 1:10, 4:14, 5:10).  He is now in heaven (I 1:10) but will come again (I 2:19, 4:15, 5:23; II 2:1).  To Him is ascribed Deity along with the Father (I 1:1), He is called God's Son (I 1:10) and the Christ (I 1:1, 3; 5:28; II 1:1).  Believers are those who receive the word of God (1:6), turn from idols to serve God, thus waiting for Christ's return (I 1:9, 10).  Their normal growth is in sanctification (I 4:3; II 2:13).  In personal life they are to be morally clean (I 4:4-6), industrious (I 4:11-12), prayerful (I 5:17), and cheerful (I 5:16).  The Thessalonian letters contain a broad range of information showing that the system of faith was well established early in the first century and did not change in later epistles.

