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The United Way is a well known
organization. They are international in scope and
are very active. And they make it very convenient
to contribute to their organization, especially at this
time of year. But we need to consider that there
may be other ways for us as individuals (Gal. 6:10)
to help the needy of the world that are more
effective than using The United Way.

For example, some United Way chapters
have been involved in cutting funding from the Boy
Scouts of America. Why? Because the Boy
Scouts don't allow homosexuals to be scout
leaders or scouts. Instead of giving to the United
Way, why not give to the boy scouts? Or why not
find someone who is in need and directly help
them?

When the Bible says to "visit" widows and
the fatherless (James 1:27), it doesn't mean just
drop spare change in a can as you go to the store.
It means to see how they are doing & help them
as you can. It means that we must become
personally involved. It may mean using money or
it may just mean spending some time with them.

Jesus' mission was spiritual (Lk. 19:10).
When people followed Him for earthly reasons, He
rebuked & redirected them toward the spiritual
things (John 6:26-27). Yet this does not mean that
He never cared about or didn't take thought for the
physical needs of mankind. He just wanted people
to have their priorities straight (Mt. 6:19-34).

But concerning legitimate  physical
concerns, "Then Jesus called his disciples unto
him, and said, | have compassion on the
multitude, because they continue with me now
three days, and have nothing to eat: and | will not
send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way."
(Matt.15:32) Jesus felt sympathy and pity for
those in physical need. Again, Jesus consistently
emphasized that spiritual things are more
important, but this clearly did not mean He never
considered physical needs.

So, let us have the proper balance in things -
as Jesus did. Spiritual things are first, physical
things second. The salvation of the soul is more
important than the preservation of the flesh. For our
earthly life will fail and fade; but the life to come is
eternal (Mt. 25:46).

But in our aiming for eternal life, we need to
remember that how we live here affects whether we
get there (Mt. 22:39; Rom. 13:9-10; Gal. 5:14; Jas.
2:8). So be compassionate as Christ was. A
discerning compassion, that helps not just for a day
- but for eternity (Heb. 10:34; 1 Pet. 3:8; 1 John
3:17; Jude 22).

Author Unknown

I knelt to pray when day was done,
And prayed, "O Lord, bless every one;
Lift from each heart the pain,
And let the sick be well again."

But when I awoke at day,
I carelessly went on my way.
The whole day long I did not try,
To wipe a tear from any eye.

I did not try to share the load,
Of any brother on the road.
I did not even go to see
The sick man just next door to me.

Yet once again, when day was done,
I prayed, "O Lord, bless everyone."
But as I prayed - a thought was in store,
Shouldn't I be doing more?

Pause, hypocrite, before you pray,
Whom have you tried to bless today?
God's sweetest blessings always go
By hands that serve Him here below.

And then I hid my face and cried,
"Forgive me Lord, for I have lied.
If I live another day,

T will live the way I prayed."
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Speaking As The Oracles OFf God (T Pet. &:11)




